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A Charitable 


ADDRESS 


imho are of the Communion of the 


Church of ROME. 


HE Deſign of this Addreſs be- 
NA ing only to put you upon a 
ſerious and diligent Enquiry 
into the truth and Jawtulnels 
of thole ſeveral Things which 
you profels and practice, and 


wherein other Chriſtians differ from you; to the in- 
tent that you may fully ſatisfie your own Con- 
ſciences, either in nf them, if, upon a full Exa- 
mination of them, you find them to be right, or in 

A 2. reject- 


| 


1 
| 

+1. | 
1 


| 


L 4] 


rejecting them, in caſe they ſhall manifeſtly appear 
to be wrong; I hope that as many of you as thall 
meet with zhis Paper, will vouchſafe to read it 
with attentipn and patience ; and, that you will 
earneſtly beg of God to open the Eyes of your 
Underſtanding, that you may clearly diſcern all 
ſuch things as are agreeable to his holy Will, and 
neceſſary to your own Salvation; And that no pre- 
judice or oy Hemp of your Minds may prevail 
upon you to keep you in Errour. 

II. If you refuſe or negle& to enquire into the 
ground and reaſon of the RELIGION which 
you have Embraced, and the ſeveral Parts and 
Branches of it; Do not think that it will excuſe 
you before God at the laſt Day, that yaur Parents 
or Friends brought you up in this Religion, which 
was profeſſed by your Forefathers; Or that your 
Spiritual Guides have thus taught you: For a Jew, 
a Turk, and a Heathen, may in the ſame Manner ex- 
cuſe themſelves to all Intents and Purpoſes as well 
as you. God has given you rational Souls; and if 
you make uſe of your own Underſtanding, accord- 
ing to the beſt of your ſeveral Capacities to pre- 
ſerve your ſelves, as well as you can, from thoſe 
Evils or Calamities which otherwiſe might, for 
want of Care, befal you in this World ; Is there 
not much more W that you ſhould do the 
ſame where your precious Souls are at ſtake ? Look 
into your own Bible (if you ſuſpect the truth of 
ours) and there you will find St. Peter himſelf giv - 
ing you a Charge that you ſhould always 1 pre- 
pared to give Satisfaction to every one who asketh you a 
reaſon of the Hope that is in you, 1 Pet. iii. 5. 58 
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like manner St. Paul directs you to prove [or try 

all things, and to hold faſt that which is good 1 Thei. 
v. 21. And St. John, in as plain Words as may be, 
ſays unto you and to all Chriſtians, Beloved, believe 
not every Spirit, but try the Spirits whether they are of 
God : For that many falſe Prophets are gone out into 
the World. 1 John iv. 1. Many there are, and always 
have been, whoy under the pretence of teaching the 
true Religion, have broached moſt pernicious and 
dangerous Errours : Thele are the falſe Prophets of 
which St. John here ſpeaks: Nor is it poſſible for 
any Man to diſtinguiſh them from true Prophets 


or Teachers, except he 7rys, examines, and ſear- 


ches into their Doctrine, that he may thereby find 
whether they are guided by /e Spirit of God, or 
whether they are under a Spirit of deluſion. It is 
not enough for a Man to ſay (as I have beard ſome 
of you) I am guided by my Spiritual Paſtor, 1 
believe as the Church believes, and if I am in Er- 
rour, the Church muſt anſwer for it; The Church 
is my Hoſtage and Sccurity with God; with other 
ſuch Expreſſions, too common in the Mouths of 
many of you; who chooſe rather to take their 
whole Religion upon the Credit of their Prieſt, than 
to give themſelves a little trouble in enquiring into 
the Truth of it. For every Man mult anſwer for 
himſelf to God: Every Man ſhall bear his own Bur- 
den: And therefore, let every Man prove his own 
Work [his own Actions, his own Worſhip, his 
own Religion] and then fhall be have glory | or re- 
joycing] in himſelf alone, aud not in another. Gal. 
vi. 4. 7. God, who is infinitely good and gracious, 
requires nothing from us that is beyond our ability 
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to perſorm; But as far as every Man is capable of 
learning and underſtanding his Will, ſo far our own 
Reaſon as well as the holy Scripture, ſufficiently in- 
forms us that it is our duty diligently to enquire af- 
ter it: He being our Supreme Lord, to whom we 
his Creatures are indebted for all that we are, and 
all that we have; and under whoſe abſolute power 
and dominion the whole Univerſe with every thing 
therein for ever was, and is, and ſhall be. 

III. When a Jew, a Turk, or a Pagan, or any 
Perſon who has been brought up in Infidelity, is 
converted to the true Faith ; before he is received 
and made a Member of the Church of Chriſt, it 
has always and every where been the practice, that, 
at the time of his Baptiſm, he ſhould ſolemnly 
make a profeſſion of the Chrittian Faith, and a pro- 
mile of Chriſtian Obedience. The way of doing 
this, has uſually been, and ſtill continues to be, by 
returning a proper Anſwer to certain Queſtions 
which, tor that purpoſe, are appointed to be pur 
ro him: And when an Infant is brought by his 
 Chriftian Parents or Friends to be baptized, his 
Suictics (whom we commonly call Godfathers and 
Godmofhers) do in his Name, make the like An- 
iwcrs to the fame Queſtions, as a Security to the 
Church that the CHILD fhall be brought up in 
the fame Faith and Religion. If theretore you 
would know what that Faith or Religion is into 
which vou have all been baptized, and thereby 
made Members of Chriſts holy Church, and Heirs 
of eterval Salvation; I defire you would only read 
the Office of Bapriſm, as it is ſet down in the Ki- 
tual of your own Church, and there you will find 
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what Anſwers you, or your Sureties in your Name, 
were required to make to the Queſtions then pro- 
oled to you; which will fully intorm you what that 
Faich or Religion is which your own Church muſt 
allow to be (cient in order to eternal Salvation 
becauſe ſhe requires no more from any Man in order 
to his being received as a true Member of the Chri- 
ftian Church, by the holy Sacrament of Baptiſm. 
And becauſe this Matter is a little more fully expreſ- 
ſed in the Order for baptizing Perſons who are of 
Age, than in that for the Baptiſm of Infants ; I ſhall 
from thence fairhfully tranſlate all thoſe ſame Que- 
ſtions and Anſwers, and then refer them to your ſeri- 
ous conſideration: Nor will I conceal any thing 
which is there added for the better underſtanding 
either the Queſtions which are propoſed, or the An- 

ſwers that are required to be return'd to them. 
IV. For Example then; Let us now ſuppoſe 
that a Perfon, from his infancy brought up in 
Heathen Jdolatry, ſhould be fo far perſwaded of 
the truth of Chriſtianity, as to become a Convert 
to it, and ſhould apply to a Prieſt of the Church of 
Rome, to the intent that he may be received into 
the Church by Baptiſm : The Roman Ritual, publi- 
ſhed by the Pope's authority (which in theſe caſes is 
allowed to be the Rule whereby every ſuch Prieſt 
is to be directed) the Roman Ritual, I ſay, in the 
firſt place, orders (and that very rightly) that ſuch 
Convert ſhould be ditigently inſtructed in the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, and the Rules of Holy living, and fhpould 
for ſome days be exerciſed in works of piety ; that his 
will and purpoſe ſhould often be inquired into; and that 
he ſhould not be baptized without ſuſficunt inſtruction 
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and knowledge, and by his own free will and conſent. 


And that ſuch his inſtruction, knowledge, will and 
conſent may openly appear, ſo as to give ſatisfaction 
to the Church, into which he is to be received, 
that he is a ſincere Convert, and a true Chriſtian 
the Prieſt is required, before he baptizes him, to put 
the following Queſtions to him, and the Convert to 
return ſuch Anſwers as are here ſubjoyned to the 


ſeveral Queſtions; 


Prieſt. By what Name art thou called ? 
: : Convert. N 
N. is put for the . 6 
c Name Prieſt. N. What defireſt thou of 
which the Convert the Church ? 
takes, Convert. Faith ? 


Prieſt. hat does Faith procure for you? | Fides 
quid tibi præſtat? 

Convert. Eternal Life. | 

Prieſt. F thou wilt have eternal Life, keep the Com 
mandments. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with all 


thy Mind, and thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. On theſe 


tuo Commandments the whole Law depends, and 
the Prophets. Now Faith is, that thou ſpouldeſt 
worſhip one God in Trinity, and the Trinity in Uni- 
ty, neither confounding the Perſons nor dividing the 
Subſtance. For there is one Perſon of the Father, 
another of the Son, and another of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
But the Subſtance of theſe three is one, and but one 
Divinity. | 

Prieſt. N. Dof# thou tenounce Satan? 

Convert. I renounce him. 

Prieſt. And all his Il rt? 

Convert, [ronounce then. Prieſt. 
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Prieſt. And all his Pomps ? 


Convert. I renounce them. 4 

Prieſt. Duſt thou believe in God the Father Almighty, 
the Creatour of Heaven and Earth ? R 

Convert. I believe. | 

Prieſt. And doft thou believe in Jeſus Chriſt bis only 
Son, our Lord, who was born and ſuffered ? 

Convert. I believe. 

Prieſt. And 4doft thou believe in the Holy Ghoſt, the 
holy Catholick Church, the Communion of Saints, 
the remiſſion of Sins, the reſurrection of the Fleſh, 
and eternal Life ? 

Convert. I believe. 


V. In the Order for adminiſtring Baptiſm as well 
to Infants, as ro Perſons who are of age, as it is ſet 
down in the Roman Ritual, there are divers Things 
which are liable to very juſt exception; of which I 
here take no notice: My only deſign at preſent being 
(as I have faid) to ſhew what that Faith and Religion 
is, into which all Members of the Roman Com- 
munion are baptized. Bur as I pals along, I can- 
not but obſerve, that when the Prieſt makes the 
ſign of the Crols upon the Forehead and Breaſt of 
ſuch a Convert as I am now ſpeaking of; amongſt 
other things which he ſays to him, to exhort him 
to a holy Life, he bids him abhor Idols, and regeft 
Images, ¶ Horreſce Idola, reſpue ſimulacra] which I 
think is hardly to be reconciled with the practice 
of the Church of Rome, or with the Faith which 
ſhe profeſſes and avows : It being expreſly made an 
Article of Faith, in that Church, that honour and 
venera lion is due and to be given to the Images of 
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Chriſt, the Virgin Mary, and the other Saints; Nor 
does it appear that the Heathens themſelves paid 
greater , warſhip to their Images, than what is 
maintained and practiſed in thole Countries where 
the Roman Religion is cſtabliſhed. Some perhaps 
will tell you that Simulacrum and Imago have not ex- 
actly the ſame ſignification: For Anſwer to which, I 
need only refer you to a Latin Dictionary. Or if 
there ſhould be ſome ſmall difference in the ſigni- 
fication of theſe two Words (as I profeſs I can find 
none) yet this would be but a poor diſtinction to 
rely upon in matters of Faith and Religion, upon 
which the Salvation of our Souls depends. But 
I muſt return to the Point which I am now 
upon. 

VI, That the Church may be the better ſatis- 
fied that the Convert is ſincere in his profeſſion of 
the Chriſtian Faith, he is required to repeat the 
Apoſtles Creed together with the Prieſt, and alſo 
to ſay the Lord's Prayer : Soon after which, the 
Prieſt puts the fame Queſtions to him touching his 
renouncing of Satan with all his Works and Pomps, 
and his belief of the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
and receives the fame Anſwers} as was done be- 
fore: And then farther asks ; 


Prieſt. N. What do ft thou deſire ? 
Convert. Baptiſm. 

Prieft. Milt thou be baptized ? 
Convert. I will. 


And then the Prieſt baptiſes him with Water, 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
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the Holy Ghoſt : By which he is admitted as a 
Member of the Church of Chriſt. 

VII. I need not here ſtand to give you any fuller 
account of this Order for adminiſtring Baptiſm ; 
of which you may fully fatisfie your ſelves by hav- 
ing recourſe to the Roman Ritual; and ſuch of you 
as do not underſtand the Latin Tongue, may have 
it interpreted to you by any of your Clergy. Bur 
what I have now faithfully extracted out of it, is 
ſufficient to ſhew what that Faith and Religion is, 
upon the profeſſion of which alone, every perſon 
is, by the Sacrament of Baptiſm to be admitted as 
a Member of your own Church: And when an 
Infant is brought to be baptized, his Sureties in 


his Name make the very fame, and no other Pro- 
feſſion. 


VIII. Now here I beſeech you to obſerve, that 
in all this there is not the leaſt word or inti- 
mation of he Pope or his Supremacy, the Pre-eminence 
of the Church of Rome above all other Churches, the 
Doctrine of Tranſubſlantiation, the Sacrifice of the 
Maſs, the Wor ſnipping of the loft, the Communion 
under one Kind, or Species alone, the Doctrine of Pur- 
gatory, with Maſſes and Prayers for the Dead, In- 
dulgences, Praying to Saints, Worſhipping of Images 
and Relicks z the number of Seven Sacraments, and nts 
ther more nor fewer, Auricular Confeſſion to a Prieſt, 
Penance, Pilgrimages ; Or of any Point, whatever 
which at this time is controverted between you 
and us. If then neither the Profeſſion nor Belief of 
any of theſe Things is required as neceſſary to qua- 
lify any Man to be baptized and received as a true 
Member of Chriſt's Church; Is it not moſt pro- 
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per for you to examine and demand by what Au- 
thority they are impoſed upon you to be believed 
and received as neceſſary to eternal Salvation? Can 
any thing he neceſſary to Salvation, which God 
(the only author and giver of Salvation) does not 
require from us? Or if God does thus require the 
belief and profeſſion of theſe things from us; why 
are they not expreſſed, or at leaſt ſufficiently im- 
plied in that profeſſion which every Chriſtian is 
required either in his own Perſon, or (if he be an 
Infant) by his Sureties to make when he is re- 
ceived as a Member of Chriſt's Church by Bap- 
tiſm? 

IX. The only anſwer to this difficulty, that I 
could ever meet with from any of you, is, That 
tho theſe things are not here expreſſed ; yet they 
are all /ufficiently implied in that one Article of the 
Catholic Church, which makes a part of the Apoſiles 
Creed; it being the duty of every ſingle Chriſtian 
to believe as the Church believes; and that therefore 
when you profeſs that you believe the Holy Catho- 
tick Church, you therein profeſs the belief of all 
theſe things whiceh the Church (you ſay) believes, 
and has accordingly defined: For which reaſon, 
there are very few of you, that ever give your 
ſelves the trouble of making any farther Enquiry 
into the particular Points of your Faith. Bur if 
this be a good Anſwer, what neceſſity can there 
be for a Chriſtian, at the time of his Baptiſm, or 
indeed at any other time, to make proteſſion of 
any other Article of Faith beſide this of the Holy 
Catholick Church, in which (according to this Doc- 
Wine) all the reſt are ſufficiently implied and con- 
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rained? Or if it be neceſſary that a Chriſtian, at 
the rime of his Baptiſm, or his Sureties for him, 
ſhould make profeſſion of ſome other Articles of 
Faith beſide this one; Why not of al of them? 
Or what reaſon can be given, why the Profeſſion 
of Faith, publiſhed by Pope Pius the IVth. in the 
Year 1564, and now univerſally received and own- 
ed by the Church of Rome, as the true Catholick 
Faith, out of which no Man can be ſaved, (as it 1s 
there expreſſed) Why this Profeſſion of Faith ( 
ſay) ſhould not, every Article of it, be made at the 
time of Baptiſm? Indeed the matter ſeems very 
pony to ſpeak for it ſelf, that great numbers of 
carned Men, of the Roman Communion, know 
very well that the latter part of Pope Pius's Pro- 
Feſſion of Faith, which we reject, was no part of 
the Faith of the ancient Chriſtian Church; and 
therefore the Governours of your Church dare not 
make it a part of the Baptiſmal profeſſion, leſt, by 
ſuch an innovation, they ſhould give occaſion tor 
a Schiſm amongſt your ſelves, which every Man 
may fee would ſoon be the conſequence of the in- 
troduction of ſuch a Practice. 

X. In the Converſation which I have had with 
divers Perſons of your perſwaſion; finding them 
always to ground their Religion upon the Autho- 
rity of the Church, which they lay is an 72falli'c 
Guide, that cannot err in matters of Faith; I have 
often asked them what they mean by zhe Church ? 
To which ſome have anſwered, that they mean 
the Pope and the Cardinals; ſome, thut they mean 
the Clergy; ſome, a General Councii, and ſome, rhe 
Pope, and a General Council in Conjunci ion; but not 
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one that I have happened to mect with, has gi- 
ven me that Account of the Church which is tet 
down in your own Catechiſm, commonly called 
the Roman Catechiſm, publiſhed by the Pope's Au- 
thority, in purſuance of a Decree of the Council 
of Trent, for the inſtruction of all Pariſh-Prieſts, 
and as a direction to them how they ought to 
inſtruct their People: And indeed it has aſtoniſhed 
me ſometimes to meet with Men, in other things, 
of good Senſe, who have no right Notion of this 
important and fundamental Doctrine, upon which 
they ground all their hope of Salvation. I be- 
ſeech you therefore, in the fear of God, with pa- 
tience and attention to read and conſider what I 
ſhall here faithfully extract out of this Catechiſm 
concerning the explication of this Article of the 
Hooſtles Creed, I believe the holy Catholic Church. 
XI. And here I think ir proper in the firſt place, 
Lo take notice of what is there laſt of all mention- 
ed: And I do it in order to remove a common 
Error or Prejudice which has poſſeſſed the minds 
of many, if not molt of you. Some of you, with 
whom 1 have diſcourſed, have argued after this 
manner: “ As we believe in God the Father, in 
“God the Son, and in God the Holy Ghoſt; ſo 
« we believe in the holy Catholick Church: And 
„this you, as well as we, profeſs to be the Chri- 
e {tian Faith: And does not this plainly ſnew that 
« we are to give the ſame Credit and Belief 
© to what the Church defines or declares, as if 
it had been immediately delivered by God him- 
« felt?” After this manner, I fay, I have known 
ſome of you to Argue; and as far as I can Me, 
che 
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the very ſame notion ſeems to have taken place 
in the minds of molt if not all of you. Bur this 
authentick Catechiſm of your own, out of which 
your Prieſts are required to inſtruct you, will teach 
you a "ey different Leſſon. I will fer down the 
Words of it firſt in Latin, for the Satisfaction of 
ſuch of you as underſtand that Language, and then 
faithfully render them into Engliſh, that you may 
be convinced I do not deccive you. Thus then 
your own Catechiſm ſpeaks, Unam igitur Eccleſiam 
Sanctam, et Catholicam eſſe, neceſſario credendum eſt, 
Tres enim Trinitatis perſonas, Patrem, et Filium, et 
Spiritum Sanctum, ita credimus, ut in eis fidem noſ- 
tram collocemus. Nunc autem, mutata dicendi forma, 
Santtam, et non in Santtam, Eccleſiam, credere profi- 
temur; ut, bac etiam diverſa loquendi ratione, Deus 
omnium eſfector a creatis rebus diſtinguatur. In En- 
gliſh thus, It is therefore neceſſary to believe that 
there is one Holy and Catholic Church. For we ſo 
believe the three Perſons of the Trinity; the Father, 
and the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, that in them we 
place our Faith: But now, the form of ſpeaking be- 
ing altered, we profeſs to believe the Holy Church, 
but not to believe in it; that by this different way of 
expreſſion, God, the maker of all things, may be di- 
ſtinguiſbed from the Creatures. I think this Paſſage 
if well conſidered, might go a great way to put 
an end to all Controverſies that are between us : 
The Catechiſm, out of which it is taken, is of un- 
contradicted Authority in the Church of Rome; 
and therefore I call upon you, in the name of 
God, and of your own Church, to hearken with 
attention to this important Doctrine which, out 
of it, I here diſtinctly lay before you. XII. 
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XII. We are taught by it, from the Apoſtles 
Creed, (which both you and we receive) to be- 
lieve in God the Father: We are allo taught to 
believe in God the Son: And we are are taught to 
believe in God the Holy Ghoſt. Iu this Holy Trinity 
we are taught 70 place our Faith. But we are ex- 
preſly taught ot to believe in the Holy Catholick 
Church; but only 10 believe that there is one Holy 
and Catholick Church; and the reaſon given for this 
different ſort of Belief is moſt ſtrong and unanſwer- 
able: For the whole Body of the Church being 
made up out of Mankind, who are all Creatures ; 
if we ſhould believe in the Church, as we believe 
in the bleſſed Trinity, we ſhould not make a ſuffi- 
cient difference between God and his Creatures. This 
is the plain and ſound Doctrine of your Church's Cate- 
cbiſm; and if your Clergy, who have the care of 
your Souls, do not diſtinctly and diligently inſtruct 
you in it; But ſuffer you, or any of you, to re- 
main in an erroneous Opinion that you are to believe 
in the Holy Catholick Church, it is plain that they 
do not deal faithfully by you. 

XIII. When any Doctrine plainly appears to be 
delivered in thoſe Holy Scriptures, which both you 
and we acknowledge to be the Word of God; this 
we muſt all own to be the Doctrine of God; nor 
can we entertain the leaſt doubt of the truth of 
ſuch Doctrine; becauſe we believe in God, and in 
God we are to place our Faith, as your Catechiſm 
expreſly teaches: But when the Church delivers a 
Doctrine, we are not to receive it as a Doctrine 
of Faith, untill it appears that /e Church her ſelf 


has ſo received it from God : For otherwiſe we ſhould 
place 
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place our Faith in the Church; we ſhould believe TIN 
the Church; which the ſame Catechiſin, as plainly 
as Words can make it, tells us we are by no means 
to do; and that if we ſhould do ſo, we ſhould 
not, as we ought to do, ſufficiently diſtinguiſh be- 
tween God and his Creatures. 

XIV. This matter, I think, is as clear as the 
light at Noon-day : And therefore you mutt either 
deny the plain Doctrine of your Catechiſm, or elſe 
you muſt never receive any Doctrine of Faith up- 
on the Authority of the Church, untill you are 
ſome other way convinced that God has delivered 
it, as a Doctrine of Faith, unto the Church her 
ſelf. 

XV. Here then we are ready to put the whole 
Controverſy between you and us upon this fair and 
clear iſſue: Let your Church bring ſufficient Proof 
that ſhe has received all the latter part of Pope 
Pius's Profeſſion of Faith from God himſelf: And 
if ſhe can ſo do (as it is plain ſhe never can) we 
ſhall be ready to join with her in the ſame Pro- 
feſſion- But as long as this is not done (nor, again 
I fay it, can ever be done) I beſeech you in the 
name of God, not to deceive your elves, by em- 
bracing ſuch Things upon the bare authority of 
your Church, without enquiring farther into the 
Truth of them. Or, if you are reſolved to ſhur 
your Eyes, and to give your (elves up to the con- 
duct of the Guides which you have made choice 
of; you ought not to be fo unreaſonable as ever 
to expect that thoſe who walk with their Eyes 
open, and make uſe of the underſtanding which 
God has given them, to 989 between T ** 
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and Error, will ever run the manifeſt hazard of 

their etergal Salvation, to bear you company. 
XVI. Having thus fairly laid before you the na- 
ture of that 1 which your own Catechiſm teaches 
you to have [not in, but] of the Holy Catholick 
Church; I beſeech you to hearken with attention, 
whilit out of the ſame Catechiſm, I ſhew you what 
this Holy Catholick Church is, which you are thus 
required to believe or acknowledge. And here (not 
to take up your time with Things which are not 
neceſſary) you are there plainly told, in the words 
of St. Auguſtine, That the Church is | God's] faith- 
full People diſperſed through the whole World. That 
of this Church there are two Parts, the Triumphant 
and the Militant. The Triumphant is the company 
of the bleſſed in Heaven. The Militant Church 
is the company of all the Faithful who live upon the 
Earth. That wicked Men, together with thoſe who 
are Righteous, are included in the Church, Whom 
God can and will diſtinguiſh one from the other, altho” 
Te cannot always do it with certainty: That in this 
Article of the Creed, the Church ſigniſies the multitude 
both of good and bad Men (meaning ſuch as profeſs 
the true Faith and Religion) and not only the Go- 
vernours, but alſo the People whoſe Duty it is to 
obey. That the Church is Catholick, that is to ſay, 
Univerſal, becauſe it is not confined to one Kingdom, 
or one ſort of Men, but takes in all; and that all 
who have or do, or ſhall profeſs the true Faith, from 
Adam to the end of the World, belong to the ſame 
Church; which all who deſire eternal Salvation ought 
to bold and embrace. This then is the Catholick 
Church, which the Apoſiles Creed and your own Ca- 
the 
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tochiſin teach you to believe. It conſiſts not of 
the Clergy alone, either in Council or otherwiſe, 
(as, many of you, without farther enquiring, ſeem 
to think) but is made up of the whole company 
of true believers, Laity as well as Clergy. It is 
not (as your Catechiſm expreſly teaches) confined to 
the limits of one Kingdom, or of one fort of Men : 
But all men, Barbarians, Scythians, Servants, Free- 
men, Males and Females are comprehended in it. Pro- 
vided always that they embrace the true Faith and 
Religion (for this is ever to be underſtood) neither 
are any Perſons cxcluded out of it ; except Infidels who 
never were in it, Hereticks and Schiſinaticts, who have 
departed from it, and thoſe who, by its Judgement, 
are excommunicate, and caſt out of its Communion. 
XVII. Your Catechiſm indeed farther teaches 
you, that, as this Holy Catholick Church is, by 
one Faith, and one Baptiſm, made one body under 
one Lord and Governour, Jeſus Chrift, whom God 
has made the inviſible Head of his Church; ſo is there 
allo a viſible Head and Governour of it upon the 
Earth, That is to ſay the Biſhop of Rome, who (as 
it is pretended) is the lawful Succeſſour of St. Peter 
Prince of the Apoſiles z and that it is the unanimous 
opinion of all the Fathers that this viſible Head, is 
neceſſary in order to the ſetling and preſerving the 
Churches unity. But the few Sentences that are 
produced out of ſome of the Fathers, in order to 
ſhew this to be the unanimous opinion of them all, are 
far ſhort of proving what they are brought for; as 
might eaſily be ſhewn, if it were my preſent pur- 
pole to enter into that Controverſy. And indeed 
the Words of St. Cyprian, as they are there quo- 
C 2 ted, 
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ted, are ſufficient by themſelves (if they are allow- 
ed of) for ever to overthrow all the pretenſions of 
the Pope or Biſhop of Rome's being the wvi/ible 
Head, and Governour of the Catholick Church; 
except he can find ſome other foundation for it, 
than that of his being the Succeſſor of St. Peter. 
For whatever honourable mention the antient Fa- 
thers may ſometimes make of St. Peter, as being 
a very eminent Apoſtle, or of the Biſhop of Rome 
as being his Succeſſor (if really he be ſo) and Bi- 
ſhop of the chief City of the greateſt Empire in 
the World; yet St. Cyprian, as he is here quoted, 
in expreſs Terms, grants that our bleſſed Saviour, 
after his Reſurrection, gave equal power to all the 
Apoſtles. Quamvis Apoſtolis omnibus, poſt reſurrecti- 
onem ſuam, parem poteſtatem tribuat, et dicat; ficut 
miſit me Pater, et Ego mitto vos: Accipite ſpiritum 
ſanftum, &c. If then Chriſt gave equal power 10 
all the Apoſiles, it is plain that he gave no more 
power to St. Peter than what he did to eve 
other Apoſtle; and conſequently that St. Peter 
had no more Government over the Church than 
what each of the other Apoſtles was entitled to; 
nor is therefore to be look'd upon as the /ingle 
Head or Governour of the whole Church. 

XVII. The word Catholick is taken from the 
Greek, and ſignifies exactly the fame with aniver- 
ſal, which is a Word derived from the Latin. As 
the Catholick Church, therefore is nothing elſe bur 
the univerſal Church of all Ages and Places, and ac- 
cordingly is ſo deſcribed in your own Catechiſm, 
as I have ſhewn you; ſo the Catbolict Faith nei- 
ther is, nor can be, any other thing but the uni- 
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verſal Faith of the univerſal Church. And if any 
Point of Doctrine has been received and taught 
only by a part of the Catholick Church, this can- 
not be ſufficient to make it become an Article of 
the Catholick or univerſal Faith. It is on all Hinds 
acknowledged that, before the coming of Chriſt 
into the World, ſome points of Faith were not 
ſo clearly and fully made known to the Church 
of God as they have been ſince : Of which there- 
fore there are only ſome obſcure and imperfect 
foot ſteps and repreſentations in the old Law and 
the Prophets. But when Jeſus Chriſt brought the 
clear light of the Goſpel into the World, he 
thereby made all theſe things to far maniſeſt, as he 
required the belief of them from us; and his A- 
poſtles after him, being faithful Stewards of the 
myſteries of God, taught every thing that was ng- 
ceſſary to be known unto the Church; nor did 
they ſhun to declare unto them all the counſel of God ; 
as St. Paul ſays of himſelf, Ack. xx. 27. It there- 
fore you would know what the true and com- 
plete Catholic Faith is, Look back to the Apoſtles 
themſelves, and learn from their own Writings, 
what that Faith is which was once by them | de- 
livered to the Saints; Jude iii. What arc thoſe Doc- 
trines which they themſelves taught and preached, 
and required to be received and believed by all 
Chriſtians. For this, and nothing elſe, is to be 
look'd on as the Catholick or Univerſal Faith, of 
the Catholick or Univerſal Church, of all Ages 
and Places. In all the Ages of the Chriſtian 
Church, there have been Men (and ſome of 


them Men of Piety and Learning) who have taught 


and 
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and maintained ſeveral Opinions ; ſome of which 
are manifeſtly falſe; and though ſome of them 
may appear to be probable, or, it may be, true 
yet no ſuch Opinion is to be received as an Ar- 
ticle of tha Catholic or Univerſal Faith, or the be- 
lief of it to be owned as neceſſary to eternal Sal- 
vation, except it appears to have been ſo taught 
by the Apoſtles and firſt Preachers of the Goſpel. 
XIX. By this plain Rule I beſeech you all to 
make Tryal of all thoſe Additions which Pope 
Pius has made to the antient Carholick Faith. The 
Apoſtles Creed, I ſay, contains all that Faith, the 
Profeſſion of which is, even by your own Church, 
required in order to Baptiſmz as I have already 
ſhewn you. The MNicene Creed (as it is uſually cal- 
led) explains the Apoſtles Creed in ſome Points, but 
makes no Addition to it: And this was the only 
Creed in which your own Council of Trent made 
profeſſion of their Faith when they began to far 
as appears from the publick Acts of that Coun- 
cil. The Athanaſian Creed is a fuller explication 
of ſome of the Doctrines contained in the two for- 
mer Creeds; but does not ſo much as pretend to 
add any new one to them; nor was any other Creed 
or Profeſſion of Faith required even by the Church 
of Rome, for many Ages after the coming of Chriſt, 
except theſe three. But after the Council of Trent 
had taken upon it ſelf to determine many other 
Points, not only as Points of Doctrine, which they 
would not allow to be contradicted ; but as mat- 
ters of Faith and neceſſary to be believed in order 
to eternal Salvation; in the Year 1564 Pope Pius 
the IVth. in purſuance of the Determinations ed 
Las 
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this Council, publiſhes a new Profeſſion of what 
he calls the true Catholick Faith; in which he firſt 
recites the Nicene Creed, and then adds many other 
Articles to it (which you will find faithfully tran- 
{lated at the end of this Addreſs) all which, taken 
together, he calls the true Carholick Faith, without 
which no Man can be ſaved, and binds the Biſhops 
and Clergy of his Church, under a ſolemn Oath, 
themſelves to make Profeſſion of it, and to teach 
the ſame to the People committed to their Care. 
XX. Here then I beſeech you all carefully to 
read over theſe 4dditions, and to try them, by the 
plain Rule which I have laid down, whether they 
are to be look'd upon as part of the Catholick or 
Univerſal Faith of the Catholick or Univerſal Church, 
in all Ages and Places from the days of the A- 
poſtles to this preſent Time. Your Doctors and 
learned Men have taken much pains to pick up 
ſome ſcattered Sentences here and there out of the 
Fathers or antient Writers of the Church, which 
they generally miſ- interpret to give ſome counte- 
nance to theſe their Doctrines: But the Queſtion 
here is not what was the Opinion of theſe or any 
of theſe antient Writers or Fathers: For it is 
well known that they had private Opinions of 
their own, in ſome of which they were ſometimes 
miſtaken ; nor is even the private Opinion of a Wri- 
ter to be gathered from ſome Rhetorical or Ft- 
gurative Expreſſions which it is well known the 
Fathers often make uſe of to ſtrike the imagination 
and move the affections of the People. Our preſent 
enquiry is after the univerſal Faith of the univer- 
ſal Church; or what thoſe De ctrines or Points 
were 


[ 24 ] 
were which the Apoſtles themſelves every where 
taught as neceſſary to be believed in order 10 Salva» 
tion, and as Yuch were every and at all timespublickly 
received and owned by the Chriſtian Church. 
XXI. To inftance then in ſome of the moſt 
notorious and palpable Additions which Pope Pius, 
in purſuance of the Decrees of the Council of 
Trent, has made to the Chriſtian Faith, and which 
our Church accordingly receives and owns; I 
beſeech you to conſult the Holy Scriptures, and 
to make all the enquiry you can whether the A- 
poſtles taught theſe following Things; and whe- 
ther they taught them as matters of Faith, with- 
out the belief of which no Man can be ſaved ; as it 
is manifeſt your Church now teaches them. 
XXII. Did the Apoſtles, in all places where 
they Preached, teach the Chriſtian Church, un- 
der the Penalty of Damnation, to believe hat in 
the Mals there is offered a true proper and propiti- 
atory Sacrifice for the living and the dead? Or is 
there the leaſt mention or intimation of ſuch a 
Sacrifice as this, in the whole New Teſtament ? We 
are there indeed ſufficiently informed that Jeſus 
Chriſt ſuffered upon the Cro/5, that he laid down 
his Life, and offered himſelf as a ranſom, a propi- 
tiation, a ſacrifice for our Sins: Particularly I de- 
lire you to read the latter part of the Ninth Chap- 
ter of St. Paul's Epiſtle io the Hebrews, and there 
you will find that there is no ſuch Thing as an 
«nbloody propitiatory Sacrifice (as you call your pre- 
tended Sacrifice of the als) For without ſheding 
of Blood is no remiſſion, v. 22. And that there was 
no neceſſity that Chriſt ſhould offer himſelf often —- 


(for then muſt be often have ſuffered ſince the foun- 
dation 
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dation of the World) but now once — hath he ab- 
peared to put away Sin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, 
v. 25, 26. and again, v. 28. Chriſt was once offered 
to bear the Sins of many. Here it is moſt plain 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of Chriſt's A ering and ſhed ing 
of his blood (which was done upon the Croſs) as 
the only ſacrifice of himſelf which he once and but 
once made for our Sins; and that there was no 
other way of his ſo offering himſelf but by his 
ſuffering. If therefore every time Mals is laid, 
Chriſt is offered as a true proper and propitiato: y 
Sacrifice, and we are bound to believe this under 
pain of Damnation; is it to be imagined that Sr. 
Paul ſhould here rake no manner of notice of it ? 
Or that neither he, nor any other of the inſpired 
Writers ſhould give us the leaſt intimation of a 
matter of ſo great importance? When our bleſſed 
Saviour at his laſt Supper before his Crucifixion, 
took Bread, and having bleſſed and broken it, 
gave it to his Diſciples, ſaying take eat this is my 
Body which is given for you And allo the Cup, 
ſaying Drink ye all of it; for this is my Blood of 
the New Teſtament, which is ſhed for many for the 
remiſſion of Sins: When our blefled Saviour, I fay, 
before he ſuffered upon the Croſs, did all this; 
Did he then offer himſelf as a true proper and pro- 
pitiatory Sacrifice for the living and the dead? If not, 
by what Authority does any Prieſt take on him 
to offer ſuch a Sacrifice as oſten as he ſays als ? 
But if our Saviour did at that Time make « pro- 
pitiation for the living and the dead, by offering 
himſelf as a Sacrifice for them; what reafon can 


there be, why he ſhould, after that, again make 
D a pro- 
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a propitiation for them, by offering himſelf a Sa- 
crifice upon the Croſs ? Search the Holy Scrip- 
tures (ard I believe I may add all other Books, 
except thoſe of your own Writing) and you wall 
no where find ſo much as the notion of a true 
proper propitiatory Sacrifice without the death or 
diflolution of the Thing ſacrificed z nor is our Sa- 
viour any where repreſented as ſuch a Sacrifice, in 
the proper Senſe of the Word, but only as he 
died for us. Does then our bleſſed Saviour die in 
reality, as often as Maſs is ſaid? And if not, How 
can he there be offered up as a true proper and pro- 
pitiatory Sacrifice ? Nor will it avail any thing up- 
on this Occaſion, to produce a few looſe Senten- 
ces out of the Fathers, wherein they ſometimes uſe 
the word Sacrifice in ſpeaking of this Holy Sacra- 
ment: For in a figurative or rhetorical Senſe, 
Prayers, Praiſes, and every holy Action or Thing 
may, and often have this name given to it. Bur 
your Church requires Men under pain of Damna- 
tion to belicye that iz the Mals there is offered a 
true, proper, and propitiatory Sacrifice z which they 
can never prove to have been taught by the A- 
poſtles, or believed by the Catholick Church of 

all Ages, or indeed of any Age whatever. 
XXIII. In the next place, Did the Apoſtles 
every where teach the Chriſtian Church, under 
pain of Damnation to believe that in the moſt huly 
Sacrament of the Euchariſt, there is truly, really and 
ſubſtantially, the Body and Blood, together with the 
Soul and Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? and 
that there is a converſion [or change] made of the 
hole ſublance of Bread into the Body, and of the 
Whole 
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whole ſubſlance of Wine into the Blood? which con- 
verſion | or change] the Catholick Church (as it is 
pretended) calls Tranſubſtantiation. When one ſub- 
{tance is converted, that is to ſay turned or changed 
into another, the meaning is, that the latter ſub- 
ſtance is made of the former. Thus when our 
bleſſed Saviour turned Water into Wine, it is on 
all hands allowed, that the Vine was by his divine 
Power, made of the Water; or, which is the ſame 
thing, the Water was made Wine, as the Text ex- 
preſſes it: Job. ii. 9. And when the ſubſtance of 
an Egg is turned into a Bird, the Bird is truly 
ſaid to be made of the ſubſtance of the Egg; and 
ſo in all other Caſes. If you thould privately con- 
vey an Egg (for Example) out of its place, and 
as privately put a piece of Ivory of the very ſame, 
ſhape, colour and bigneſs into the room of it, no 
Man in his Wits would ſay that the Egg was 
thereby turned into Ivory. But to turn one thing in- 
to another is always underſtood to be the very fame 
as o make one thing of another, Is then, the Body 
of Chriſt truly, really and ſubſtantially made of Bread, 
and his Blood of Wine, in the holy Sacrament ? And 
did the Apoſtles every where teach that without 
the belief of this no Man can be ſaved? Does not 
St. Paul expreſly call what we cat in this Sacra- 
ment Bread? (As often as ye cat this Bread, &c. 
HWhoſoever ſhall eat this Bread, &c. Let him eat of that 
Bread, &c.. 1 Cor. xi. 26, 27, 28.) and are not thoſe 
Words of our bleſſed Saviour, is is my Body, this is 
my Blood, (which are the fole foundation ot this 
Doctrine of yours) as fairly ro be accountcd for, as 
when he ſays, I am the Vine, ye are the Branches, 
Joh. xv. 7. I am the Door, Joh. x. 7. 1 am the 
| D 2 gocd 
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good Shepherd, v. 11. without the neceſſity of ſup- 
poſing a Tanſulſtantiation in one of theſe Caſes ra- 
ther thay in the others? The Apoſiles Creed, ſpeak- 
ing of qur bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, as he is 
Man, ſays, he was conceived by the Holy Ghofl, born 
of the Virgin Mary. The Athanaſian Creed, ex- 
plaining this Article, fays that he is Man of the 
ſubſtance of his Mother born in the World But ac- 
cording to your Doctrine, every time that Mals 
is celebrated, he may truly be ſaid to be concei- 
ved and born (tho not brought torth) after quite 
another manner; and to be Man of the ſubſtance of 
Bread, and Man of the ſubſtance of Wine. Do not 
think that I endeavour to make your Doctrine of 
Tranſubſlantiation more ridiculous than it is in it 
ſelf: For indeed, to all but your ſelves who are 
prejudiced in its favour, it appears to be as abſurd, 
and contrary both to Senſe and Reaſon, as any 
thing poſſibly can be. If then the Apoſtles had 
taught that the belief of this ſame Doctrine is ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, is it to be imagined that they 
would not have ſpoke ſo plainly as to leave no room 
for any one to doubt of their meaning ? And if this 
had been the Doctrine of the primitive Church, 
would not the profeſſed Enemies of Chrittianity 
have then made the abſurdity of it one great Ob- 
jection againſt the Truth of our Religion? Which 
yer we do not find that, in thoſe Days, they ever 
did. Do not ſuffer your ſelves to be kept blind- 
fold; but open the Eyes of your Underſtanding 
and enquire into the truth of theſe Things where- 
in your eternal Salvation is concerned. If every 
Word and Expreſſion of Holy Scripture mult be 
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taken in the ſtrict literal Senſe, it will follow, 
that Chriſt is literally a Vine, a Door, a Shepherd, 
with a Multitude more of Abſurdities that neceſſa- 
rily muſt ariſe from this way of interpreting theſe 
divine Writings: Bur if Scripture language be to 
be underitood in the ſame manner as all other Books 
are, and all our common Diſcourſe one with ano- 
ther, upon all Occaſions is; When the literal Senſe 
of any Word or Expreſſion appears to be contra- 


Ty to plain Senſe and Reaſon, we ought to take 


ſuch Word or Expreſſion in ſuch other Senſe as, 
according to the common way of ſpeaking, it will 
fairly bear. This is the plain and reaſonable Rule 
which all your own learned Men, as well as ours, 
conſtantly rake, or pretend to take, in expound- 
ing all other Paſſages of the Holy Scripture, and 
all other Books, W ritings, and Diſcourſe whatever; 
and what imaginable Reaſon can be given why 
we ſhould not follow the ſame, in interpreting thole 
Words of our bleſſed Saviour, his is my Body, and 
this is my Blood? If we ſuppoſe his meaning to 
be that this Bread and Wine, which he bleſſed and 
diſtributed amongſt his Diſciples, were the figure, 
repreſentation, and pledge of his Body crucihed, 
and his Blood ſhed for us; this interpretation 1s 
ealy and natural, conformable to the common way 
of ſpeaking among the Jews and indeed amongſt 
all Men, and exactly agreeable to the command 
which he thereupon gives that we ſhould 4% zh:s 
in remembrance of him. Burt if we take his Words 
in the ſame Senſe that your Church does, that 
what he gave to his Diſciples was truly, really and 
ſubſtantially his Body and Bleed, ſuch a train of 

Abſurdities 
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Abſurdities will follow as can hardly be reckoned up; 
as is obvious to every May. that will but conſider 
the Matter. If, when we have made the beit En- 
quiry ws are able, we refuſe to give credit to plain 
Senſe and Reaſon, we undermine the very Founda- 
tion of all our Knowledge in Religion as well as 
every other Thing: But if your Doctrine of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation mult be believed, our plaineſt Senſes 
and Reaſon mult firſt be laid aſide: What we fee 
and feel and ſmell and taſte to be Bread and Wine, 
we muſt believe not to be ſo, but to be the Body 
and Blood of a Man; and tho we have no more 
certain way of diſtinguiſhing one Body from ano- 
ther, than their being at the ſame Time in diſtant 
Places, yet we mult believe the very fame Body of 
Chriſt to be in as many different and diſtant Places, 
at one and the ſame Time, as where the holy Sacra- 


ment is conſecrated. Theſe monſtrous Abſurdities, 


with many more that follow from them, have in 
many Places made Chriſtianity the very {corn of In- 
fidels and Atheiſts; and muſt undoubtedly continue 
ſo to do wherever they have no other Notion of it 

but what they receive from your Church. 
XXIV. Some of your Writers, and others of 
you with whom I have ſometimes converſed, have 
taken a ſort of a deſperate way, not to vindicate, but 
rather to ſhelter the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiatiou 
from the monſtrous Abſurdities with which we 
charge it; by alledging that the Difficulties with 
which 1t 1s artended, are neither more nor greater 
than thoſe which Hereticks have urged againſt the 
Doctrine of the Bleſſed Trinity: If therefore (lay 
they) we believe one of theſe Doctrines not wit h- 
ſtanding 
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ſtanding thoſe Objections which human Reaſon 
brings againſt it; Why may we not in like manner 
believe the other alſo? Whether this bold Allega- 
tion may not influence ſome Men to become Soci- 
nians, let them conſider who advance it; but no 
Man, I think, of common Senſe can ever be brought 
over to the Roman Profeſſion by it. For to ſay no- 
thing now of the ſtrength of the Proofs that are 
brought from holy Scripture for the Doctrine of 
the Trinity, and the exceeding weakneſs of thoſe for 
Tranſubſtantiation z there is a very wide Difference 
to be made between a Doctrine that is direfly con- 
trary to our Reaſon, and one that is altogether above 
it. The whole Doctrine of light and colours is 
altogether above the reaſon of a Man who never had 
Sight; it being impoſſible for him, for want of a 
proper Faculty, to torm any right Notion of them : 
And yet a blind Man, upon the Teſtimony of thoſe 
with whom he converſes, may firmly believe that 
there are ſuch things: But if all the World ſhould 
tell him that Snow 1s hot and Fire cold, or that 
Wool is hard and a Stone ſoft, it would be impoſ- 
ſible for him to give credit to them, becauſe his 
Senſe of feeling aſſures him of the contrary. In 
like manner, we own that the Doctrine of the Ble 


ſed Trinity is altogether above our Reaſon and Under- 


landing z, neither is Reaſon (and much leſs our Senſes) 
a proper Judge of it: And therefore as we believe 
it upon the ſole authority of God in holy Scripture, 
ſo we regard not the Objections which the preſump- 
tuous Reaſon of ſome Men pretends to form againſt 
it. But the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation is di- 
rectly contrary to my Reaſon and my Senſes alſo. 
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I take a piece of Bread in one Hand, and a Cup 
of Wine in the other; my Senſes by frequent Ex- 
perience aſſure my Reaſon, that the one is really 
Bread and the other Wine: A Prieſt ſays the Prayer 
of Conſecration over them; after which I ſee them, 
J touch them, I ſmell them, I taſte them; and 
find them to be exactly the ſame as they were be- 
fore : I eat of the one, and drink of the other, and 
receive the very fame Retreſhment and Nouriſhment 
from them as formerly I did : And altho this Bread 
and Wine are by Conlecration ſanctified and ſet a- 
part for a holy Uſe, yet my Senſes ſtill moſt fully 
inform my Reaſon that they remain as truly Bread 
and Wine as ever they were; and it all Mankind 
ſhould tell me that this is no longer Bread, nor the 
other Wine, but that they are zruly, really, and ſub- 
Aantially the Body and Blood of Chriſt, it would be 
as impoſſible for me to believe it, as it would be to 
believe that the Snow which I touch is hot, or the 
Fire cold. Agiin, altho the Church in a Meta- 
phorical or Spiritual ſenſe, is called the Body of 
Chriſt, yet it is allowed that he has no other true, 
real, and ſubſtantial Body but that One alone, with 
which he aſcended into Heaven; and that the Hea- 
ven muſt receive him until the Times of reſtitution of 
all Things, is plainly afferted by St. Peter, Act. iii. 

21. But, according to the Doctrine of Tranſub- 
fantiation, this one Buds „ remaining whole and in- 
tire in Heaven, is multiplied into thouſands and thous 
ſands of diſftintt aud ſeparate Bodies upon the Earth 
er cry one of which is zruly, really, and ſubſtantially 
the very ſame with that in Heaven. For you ex- 


preſly maintain that wherever a conſecrated Hoſt (as 
you 
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you term it) is, there is truly, really, and ſubſtanti- 
ally the Body of Chriſt, the very ſame Body which 
is now in Heaven; and that there are thouſands and 
thouſands ot theſe ſame conſecrated Hoſts in diſtinct and 
{eparate Places, at one and the ſame Time, upon 
Earth, that is to ſay in all thoſe ſeveral Places where 
Maſs is celebrated, is allowed by all; nor is there 
any ſurer way to know that any two Bodies are di- 
ſtinct and ſeparate Bodies, than by their being at 
the ſame Time in diſtinct and ſeparate Places. A- 
gain, If a cenſecrated Hoſt (as you call it) is broken 
into ten thouſand Parts, and if the Blood of Chriſt 
(as you call that which is conſecrated in the Cup) 
be divided into ten thouſand Drops, you are required 
(according to your Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation) 
under pain of Damnation to believe that Chriſt's 
whole and intire, Body, Blood, Soul, and Divini- 
ty, is truly, really, and ſubſtantially contained in eve- 
ry one of theſe Parts and Drops, being ſeparated 
one from the other, as he was in the whole, be- 
fore ſuch ſeparation was made. And that you may 
not think I impoſe upon you, hear what the Coun- 
cil of Trent ſays of this Matter. Having determi- 
ned that, in the holy Sacrament of the Euchariſt, after 
the conſecration of the Bread and Wine, our Lord Je- 


ſus Chriſt, true God and Man, is truly, really, and 


ſubſtantially contained under the Appearance of thoſe ſen- 
fible Things (Seſſ. xiii. Cap. 1.) they add this Curſe, 
(Can. iii) F any one ſhall deny that, in the venerable 
Sacrament of the Euchariſt, whole Chriſt is contained 
under each Kind, and under the ſeveral Parts of each 
Kind, in caſe a Separation be made, let him be accur- 
fed. Their own Words are LI. Si quis negave- 

rit, 
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vit, in vencrabili Sacramento Euchariſtiæ, ſub una- 
guaqz Specie, et ſub ſingulis cujuſque ſpeciei partibus, 
Separatione facta, totum Chriſtum contineri, Anathe- 
ma ſit. Theſe Abſurdities are groſs and palpable ; 
to fay nothing of a numerous Train more that 
may be added; nor has any thing like them ever 
been pretended to be objected to the Doctrine of 
the Bleſſed Trinity. And therefore I entreat you no 
longer to ſuffer your ſelves to be impoſed upon by 
ſo groundleſs a Pretence as ſome have taken up to 
countenance their Errours, by placing thoſe two 
Doctrines upon the ſame Level. A Man, who lies 
ſtill in a Slumber, may dream of a thouſand incon- 


ſiſtent Things without obſerving that they are luch 


but let him awake and open his Eyes, and then he 
will ſee Things juſt as they really appear to be. 
Thus you, as long as you are lulled into the Dream 
of the infallibility of your Church, have your I- 
magination ſo prepoſſeſſed with her Authority, 
that you cannot, or rather will not take notice of the 
molt palpable Falſity, and even monſtrous Abſurdi- 
ty of ſome of her Doctrines: But if you would 
ſet your ſelves diligently and impartially ro enquire 
into the Ground of this pretended infallibllity; you 
would ſoon find that both Ir, and all the Doctrines 
which are built upon It, are altogether deſtitute of 
any ſolid Foundation. a | 
XXV. Let us now return to the Additions which 
Pope Pius has made to the Catholic Faith. And 
here I entreat you farther to conſider and enquire 
whether the Apoſtles every where taught the Chri- 
ſtian Church, under the forfeiture of eternal Sal- 
vation, to believe that in the moſt holy Sacrament of 
the 
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the Euchariſt there is truly, really, and ſubſtantially — 
the Soul and Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? (As 
I have already mentioned N. 23.) or Chriſt whole and 
intire? As Pope Pius after the Council of Treat 
expreſſes it; SH. 13. Can. 1. and Seſſ. 21. Can. 3, 
When our bleſſed Saviour, at the firſt Inſtitution 
of this holy Sacrament, ſaid this is my Body, this is 
my Blood, it is plain he meant his Body crucified, 
given for us Luke xxii. 19. broken for us, 1 Cor. xi. 
24. (which laſt place is notoriouſly wrong tranſlat- 
ed in your vulgar Latin Bible) and his Blood not as 
runing in his Veins, but ſhed for us, Luke xxii. 
20. and for this reaſon it is that St. Paul ſays, as 
often as ye eat this Bread and drink this Cup, ye do 
ſhew | or declare] the Lord's death till he come: 1 Cor. 
xi. 26. For it our Saviour be /ubſtaxtially preſent 
in this holy Sacrament z and if he be as truly alive 
there, with his Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity re- 
ally joined together, as ever he was at any other 
time, and no ſhedding be made of his Blood, or 
ſeparation of his Soul from the Body; how can 
our eating or drinking him in this Sacrament be 
looked on as a /hexving (or declaring) of his death? 
We may indeed, upon many occaſions, in our 
Words and Diſcourſes declare or ſhew the death of 
Chriſt; But here the Apoſtle places this ſame 
ſbe wing or declaring of his death in the very Action 
of celebrating this holy Sacrament ; which very 
well may be, if the Bread and Wine are look'd on 
as his Body and Blood in that Spiritual and Sacra» 
mental ſenſe which we maintain; but if his Body, 


Blood, Soul and Divinity are and remain truly real» 


ly and ſubſtantially * together, without * 
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ſeparation of the one from the other; how can 
the ſwallowing him thus down alive into the Sto- 
mach be h ſhewing, declaring, or any way a re- 
preſentatioh of his death upon the Crofs. 

XX VI. This Doctrine of yours, that Chriſt's whole 
and intire, Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity, is really 
truly and ſubſtantially in the holy Sacrament of the 
Euchariſt, as it is manifeſtly contrary to Senſe, 
Reaſon, and holy Scripture z and was never taught 
by the Apoſtles, or believed in the primitive Church, 
and much leſs eſtabliſned as an Article of Faith un- 
til much more than a thouſand Years after the com- 
ing of Chriſt (if indeed it ever really were ſo until 
the fourth Lateran Council, about the Year 121, firſt 
took upon them Authoritatively to Determino 
that the true Body and Blood of Chriſt are in the 
Sacrament, and the Council of Florence, about the 
Year 1449, that whole Chriſt is contained under the 
appearance of Bread, and whole under the appearance of 
Wine, &c. And the Council of Trent, about the 
Year 1551, and after them Pope Pius, as I have 
already ſaid, to define and declare the Matter in the 
Words which I have already ſet down) fo is it 
(I mean this Doctrine is) the ſole Foundation of 
that practice of worſhipping the Hoſt, as it is termed, 
which is now preſcribed and ſettled in the Church 
of Rome. When the Prieſt has conſecrated a Wa- 
fer (which is the Bread amongſt you made uſe of 
in the holy Sacrament) it is called zhe Hoft, and 
this Hoſt (alrho no manner of change appears to be 
made in it by the Conſecration) you are made to 
believe, according to the abovementioned Doctrine, 
is really, truly, and ſubiantially Chriſt himſelf both 
God and Man: And therefore t be worſhipped with 
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the ſame worſhip which is due to the trus God; as 
the Council of {rent has expreſly determined; Seſ/: 
xiii. Cap. 7. and denounces a Curſe upon every one 
who denies it, Can. vi. In purſuance of which De- 
termination, the Prieſt in the celebration of the 
Maſs, is requured to adore the Hoſt after he has con- 
lecrared it, and to ſhew it to the People, that they 
may adore it alſo (Can. Miſe.) For that the deſign 
of thus ſhewing it, is that the People may adore it, 
is exprelly ſaid in the Canon of the Council of Trent 
which J have juſt now quoted. Now, if your 
Doctrine of Tranſulſtantiatiun, with the Conſe— 
quences of it (upon which this worſhip is intirely 
grounded) be not true, it is plain you are guilty of 
the moſt groſs Idolatry. Hear what Cofierns, a 
learned Jeſuit of your own, molt expreſly ſays 
upon this occaſion. J ſhall firſt ſer down his Words, 
as he publiſhed them, in Latin; and then faithfully 
render them into Engliſh. Si in Sacramento Eucha- 
riſtiæ verum Chriſti corpus non continelur, iudign egit 
Chriſtus cum Eccleſia ſua, quam per univerſum Or- 
bem totis 15009. annis, in tali errore atque Idololatria, 
bocca ſione ſuorum wverborum, religuit, qualis in orbe ter- 
rarum nunqu am vel viſus vel auditus fuit. Tolerabi— 
lior eſt enim error eorum, qui pro Deb colunt Statuam 
auream aut argenteam, aut alterius materiæ imaginem, 
quo modo Gentiles dens ſuos venerabantur; vel pannum 
rubrum, in baſtam elevatum, quod narratur de Lap- 
pis, vel viva animalia, ut quondam Agptii, quam 
corum qui fruſtum panis; quod hatlenus per univer- 


ſum orbem tot annis fecere Chriſtian. Neg, hic excus 
ſat ſimplicitas majorum; tum quod ſapientiſſimi fuerunt 


Dottores, Anguſtinus, Chry/oſtomus, Hieronymus; "_ 
quo 
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quod longe potiori ratione excuſandi eſſent infideles ido- 
lolatriæ, qui flatuas adoraverunt. In Engliſh thus, 
F the true Body of Chriſt be not contained in the 
Sacrament hf the Euchariſt, Chriſt has afted unwor- 
thily with his Church, which, upon occaſion of his 
own Words, he has, for full fifteen hundred Years, left 
throughout the whole World in ſuch Errour and Ido- 
latry, as in the whole Earth was never ſeen or heard 
of. For their Errour is more tolerable, who for God 
worſhip a gold or ſilver Statue, or an Image made of 
any other Stuff, as the Gentiles worſhipped their Gods; 
or a red Cloth ſet up upon a Pike, which is reported 
of the Laplanders, or living Creatures, as the Egyp- 
tians of old did, than theirs who worſhip a piece of 
Bread, which hitherto Chriſtians for ſo many Tears, 
throughout the whole World have done. Nor is the 
femplicity of our Forefathers here an Excuſe, as well 
becauſe Auguſtine, Chryſoſtom, Jerome were moſt 
wiſe Doctors, as that with much better Reaſon, the 
Inſidels, who adored Statues, would be excuſed of 
Molatry. Cofter Enchirid. C. 8. N. 10. Conſider 
beſeech you that theſe are the Words of a learn- 
ed Jeſuit, who was a great Champion for the 
Church of Rome. He is indeed much miſtaken 
in ſuggeſting that the worſhip of the Hoſt was in 
ule in the Chriſtian Church in the days of A4ugu- 
ſtine, Chryſoſtom, or Jerome. For tho it was 
more than four hundred Years after the coming of 
Chriſt, before the earlieſt of theſe three died; yet 
it was much more than four hundred Years atter 
the death of the lateſt of them before any ſuch 
worſhip was thought of, and much leſs any where 
eſtabliſhed z, if indeed it can ever truly be ſaid to owe 
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been efabliſhed even in the Church of Rome, (other 
than by a late Cuſtom, which, by degrees crept in) 
until it was ſo decreed by the Council of Trent, Sel. 
xiii. Cap. F. and Can. vi. From which Time, it 
became, among ſt you, a neceſſary part of Religion, 
whereas, before it ſcems to have been only volun- 
tary. Your Canon-law indeed tells us that Pope 
Honorius the third (who lived in the Year 1216,) 
ordered that all Prieſts ſhould teach their People 
reverently to bow when the Hoſt ſhould be eleva- 
ted, or carried to the Sick: The deſign of which 
might poſſibly be no more but that, upon this 
occaſion, they ſhould in a particular manner pay 
their Devotion to God. (See Decret Greg. Tit. xli. 
c. 10.) As our Church for the ſame reaſon, directs 
that every one, when he receives this holy Sacra- 
ment ſhould mcekly kneel; but that divine Morſhip 
ſhould be given to the Satrament it (elf, and that the 
conſecrated Hoſt, as it is called, ſhould be the objef 
of divine Worſhip, was never, at leaſt, that I can 
find, any more than an Opinion of ſome late Di- 
vines, grounded by degrees upon the Doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation, (which, I have already ſhewn 
you, is a late as well as abſurd Doctrine) until at 
laſt the Council of Trent took upon them to make 
it an Article of Faith. Bur be this as it will, you 
ſee the learned Jeſuit Cofterns freely grants, that if 
the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation is not true, if 
the true Body of Chriſt be not in the Sacrament, as 
you ſuppoſe it to be, your Worſhip is given to a 
piece of Bread, which he ſays is worſe /dolatry than 
that of the Gentiles, the Egyptians, or ſavage Lap- 
landers, If therefore you would avoid this great 

in 
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Sin of Idolatry, you ought to be very well aſſured 
of the Truth of the Doctrine of Tran/ubſtantiation, 
together with its Conſquences, before you venture 
your Souls in giving divine Worſhip to the Hot. 
Nor will it avail you here to ſay, as I have known 
ſome of you to do, that your Worſhip being direct- 
ed to Chriſt, you cannot be look'd on as /dolaters, 
altho' he ſhould not be truly and ſubſtantially in the 
Sacrament z this being that very Simplicity which 
Coſterus tells you, will with much better Reaſon ex- 
cuſe the Inſidel Idolaters than you or your Forefa— 
thers. The Jufidels believed God to be preſent in 
an Image, as you do Chriſt in the It; and they 
directed their Worthip to God, as you do to Chriſt: 
And if this did not excute them from the Sin of Ho- 
latiy, how can it excuſe you? But there is more 
ſtill to be ſaid for the [zfidels than for you: They 
wanted the holy Scriptares to inſtruct them in the 
Truth; you have the holy Scriptures every Day in 
your Power, but will not read or hearken to them: 
Now altho the want of good Inſtruction may be 
ſome excuſe for an Errour or ſinful Practice; ver, 
if a Man may have this Inſtruction every Day, bur 
ſtill refuſes it; if he takes his Religion upon Truſt, 
and will not make uſe of his Underſtanding to en- 
quire into the Truth of it, his Errour is J/ ful; 
and therefore he ſtands anſwerable both tor it and 
all the Conſequences of it. 

XXVII. Bur let us, for a while ſuppoſe your 
Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation to be in the general 
True, (altho indeed we may as well ſuppole white 
to be black, and black to be white; but however, 
let us at preſent ſuppoſe it to be generally True) 
yer 
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yet if it may in ſome particular caſes fail, and you 
have no ſure way to diſtinguiſh the caſes where- 
in it fails, from thoſe wherein it does not; it is ma- 
aifeſt that, in worſhipping the Hoſt, you ſtill remain 
under a very great hazard of the Sin of Holatry. 
For if, at any Time, when the Prayer of conſecra- 
tion is ſaid, no Tranſubſtantiation follows, your Wor- 
ſhip, as Coſterus well obſerves is given to a piece of 
Bread. Now if the Perſon who ſays Mais be not 
&« an ordained Prieſt; if he has not a ſufficient In- 
e tention to do what the Church intends ſhould 
ce be done; if the Wafer or Bread which he pre- 
“ tends to conſecrate, be not made of Mheat, or 
be corrupted or rotten, or has in its compoſition 
« greater mixture of any other Grain than of 
« heat; if the Prieſt has, before him, upon the 
„Altar, eleven Wafers, and miſtaking the Number, 
“ inrends only to conſecrate ten, without particu- 
« larly determining which are thoſe ten, that he 
“ intends to conſecrate if the Wine which he pre- 
& tends to conſecrate, be not the produce of the 
e vine, but ſome other Liquor made in imitation of 
& it, or it it be grown ſower, fo as to be rather Vine- 
& gar than Wine, or be altogether corrupted, or preſ- 
& {ed from lower Grapes that are nor ripe, or has ſo 
much Water mixed with it as to corrupt it; in all 
and cvery of theſe caſes, rhe Conſecration is null 
and void, no Tranſubſtantiation follows, there is no 
« Sacrament, but the Bread and Wine remain as they 
« were before; and if the Bread or Wafer be made 
« up with Roſe-MWäater, or any other diſtilled Water, 
it is doubtful whether the Conſecration be valid, 
* and conſequently whether there be any Tranſub- 
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& /ubfantiation or not 3” and if there be no Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, the divine Worſhip which you pretend to 
give to Chriſt, ſubſtantially preſent, as you ſuppoſe, 
under the appearance of Bread and Wine, is plainly 
given to the Bread and Wine themſelves, there being 
nothing elſe under their appearance. I remember 
once, in private Converſation, when I objected 
ſome of the abovementioned things to a Gentle- 
man of your Communion; altho' he was a Man of 
learning in his own Profeſſion, yet he was ſo little 
acquainted with his Religion, and the worſhip it 
preſcribes, as to think I had invented them of my 
own Head; and angrily told me thar I abuſed the 
Church in laying ſuch Follies to her charge: Upon 
which I brought him the Roman Maſs Book, and 
ſhewed him what is prefixed to it, concerning the 
Defefts which occur in the celebration of Maſs, where 
he found all thole Follies, as he called them, and a 
great many more, in which the Doctrine of Tan- 
ſubſtantiation has engaged the Church of Rome. The 
only Anſwer that I have met with, upon this Occa- 
ſion, is that you depend upon the Care and Integrity 
of the Prieſt, that he will be ſure to conſecrate no 
Bread or Wafer but what is made of //heat, nor 
any Wine but what is made of the Vine, and 
made of ripe Grapes, and that neither of them 
be vitiated or corrupted ; he knows himſelf to be an 
ordained Prieſt, and will not fail to have ſuch an 
Iutention, in the celebration of Maſs, as the Church 
requires, nor will he be wanting in any thing thar 
is neceſſary ro the validity of rhe holy Sacrament : 
And is this all the Security you have againſt the Sin 
of giving Divine Worſhip to Bread and MY 4 
ca 
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ſtead of Chriſt, which muſt be your caſe, if there 
be a failure in any one of the above Particulars ? 
Does God either command or allow you to put 
ſuch Truſt and Confidence in any frail Man what- 
ſoever, and much leſs in every Prieſt or pretended 
Prieſt, whom you happen to hear ſay Maſs? May 
not a Prieſt, of any Religion whatever, be ſome- 
times an ignorant, or careleſs or wicked Man, and 


thereby fail even in ſome neceſſary part of his Duty? 


Is it not poſſible, and has it not ſometimes ſo fallen 
out, that a Man who really is no Prieſt, may yer 
pretend to be one, and, by counterfeit Letters of 
Orders and other Teſtimonials, impoſe upon thoſe, 
who, it may be, do not ſuſpect him? Or may he 
not himlelf be impoſed upon, and through Miſtake 
make ule of the Flour of Rice or ſome other Grain, 
thinking it to be the Flour of heat; or of ſome 
other Liquor made in imitation of Wine, which 
may be ſold to him for Wine of the Grape ? For 
(as I have already ſaid, and mult beg you, as you 
value your Souls, again and again to conſider it) 
if, by any means whatever, there be a failure in any 
one of the Particulars which I have bur now men- 
tioned out of your own Maſs-Book , the pretended 
conſecration of the Sacrament is, by your own 
Church declared to be null and void; and conſe- 
quently, in ſuch a Caſe, there is no Tranſubſtantia- 
tion; Chriſt is not ſubſtantially preſent where you 
ſuppoſe him to be; and therefore what you give 
Divine Worſhip to, is only Bread and Wine, or 
ſome other Liquor made in imitation of it. For 
my part, I ſincerely declare that, if ] were of your 
Religion, I do not fee how I could dare give the 
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Worſhip which you are taught to do to the holy 
Sacrameyt of the Euchariſt, except I my ſelf had 
been by, at the Ordination of the Prieſt who ſays 
Maſs, and were ſure that the Perſon who ordained 
him were truly a Biſhop and that nothing neceſſary 
to ſuch an Ordination was omitted; and alſo except 
] had ſtood by and ſeen the Fheat ground, and the 
Wine preſſed out of the (Grapes, and had kept them 
both in my own ſafe Poſſeſſion until I had ſeen the 
Water made, and had with my own Hand deliver- 
ed both it and the Wine to the Prieſt at the Altar, 
ſo that I my ſelf might be ſure that no change 
could poſſibly be made in either of them; and, 
moreover, except I underſtood the Latin Tongue, 
and heard the Prieſt rightly pronounce the Words 
of Conſecration; which yet he is directed (For 
what Reaſon I know not) to pronounce /ecretly, 
fo as that none but he himſelf needs to hear them. 
For when Maſs is faid, if the Bread and Wine are 
not. Tranſubſtantiated into the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, it is groſs Idolatry to give Divine Wor- 
ſhip to them; and this ſame Tranſubſtantiation de- 
pends upon ſo many other concurring Things, 
that I ſhould not know how it were poſſible for 
me to be ſufficiently ſure of it, except I had the 
Teſtimony of my own Eyes and Ears that every 
one of theſe Things were with the greateſt exact- 
nels obſerved and done. Idolattry is a moſt abo- 
minable Sin; and wherever there is the leaſt poſſibi- 
lity of it, TI ought not in Conſcience to venture 
upon any Worthip, until I have all the Aſſurance 
that is even poſſible for me to have, that I am free 
and ſafe from the Danger of it; and therefore, in 
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ſuch a Caſe as this, I ought y elf to have perſo- 
nal Aſſurance of every Thing that is neceſſary, and 
not to rely upon the Credit of the Prieſt, who may 
poſſibly, in ſome of thele Things, be himſelf deceiv- 
ed, or through Careleſmeſs, Ignorance, or Wick- 
edneſs, may poſſibly deceive me. Nor would it avail 
me here to ſay that my Intention is good, any more 
than it would a Heathen to ſay that his Intention is 
to worthip God, when, for want of ſufficient En- 
quiry, he gives Divine Worſhip to an Idol; as I 
have already ſhewn you from your own Coffer us. 

XXVIII. I have thus long inſiſted upon the Ab- 
furdities of Tranſubſtantiation and its Conſequences z 
becauſe they appear to me to be ſo very groſo, that 
if you will but ſeriouſly and impartially confider 
them, it cannot but bring you to a fight of your 
Errours. I will but mention three or tour more of 
thoſe Additions which Pope Pius has made to the 
Catholick Faith, and leave you, between God and 
your own Conſciences, to conſider of them. Did 
then the Apoſtles every where teach the Chriſtian 
Church, under pain of Damnation to believe hat 
under one kind only, whole and intire Chriſt, and a true 
Sacrament is taken and received? Is it not molt no- 
torious that Jeſus Chriſt himſelf inſtituted this bleſ- 
{ed Sacrament under hoth kinds, and commanded his 
Diſciples to drink of the Cup as well as to eat of 
the Bread which he gave them? Is it not confeſſed 
by the moſt learned Men of your own Communion 
(and denied by none that I know of) that, in pur- 


ſuance of this Inſtitution of Chriſt, the whole 


Church every where, for above a thouſand Years, 
gave the Sacrament in both kinds to all the Bro: 
pic: 
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ple? And does not St. Paul in the moſt expreſs 
Terms, require that every one ſhould fo receive it ? | 
Let a Man examine himſelf (ſays he) and ſo let him | 
eat of the Bread, and drink of the Cup; 1 Cor. xi. 28. 
Was it ever eſtabliſbed as a Law even in the Church 
of Rome that the People ſhould receive under one 
kind only; until the Council of Conſtance, in the 
Year 1415, fo decreed? and that (as they them- 
ſelves exprels it) in direct oppoſition to Chriſt's own 
Inſtitution? Their Words are, Licet Chriſtus poſt 
cenam Inſtituerit, & ſuis Diſcipulis adminiſtraverit 
ſub utraque ſpecie panis et vini hoc venerabile Sacra- 
mentum; tamen hoc non obſtante, &c. Conc. Conſt. 
Seſſ. xiii. Certainly to receive a true Sacrament, is 
to receive all that Chriſt has therein inſtitured or 
appointed to be received : For if any thing, which 
Chriſt has ſo inſtituted, be willfully omitted, it can- 
not be a true Sacrament; but muſt be either none 
at all, or at beſt but a defective and imperfect one 
and yet the Council of Trent, in the fame Breath 
(Sef. xxi. Cap. 3.) owns that Chriſt inſtituted this 
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Sacrament and delivered it to the Apoſtles in both kinds, t. 
and at the very ſame Time declares that the true a 
Sacrament is received under one kind; (which is now 7 
become a part of that Catholick Faitb, without d 
which (according to Pope Pius) no Man can be ſaved. 1 
XXIX. Did the Apoſtles every where teach the C 
Chriſtian Church under pain of Damnation to be- h 
lieve that there is a Purgatory, and that the Souls O! 
there detained are relieved by the Suffrages of the ta 
Faithful ? In what manner the cuſtom of making 
mention of Perſons, who had departed this Life in th 
their Saffrages or Prayers, began to take place a- l 


mong 
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mong Chriſtians, I have no occaſion at preſent to 
enquire: And if, in this, the Church of Rome had 
gone no farther than what was done for three or 
four hundred Years after Chriſt; altho even that 
would have been more than is neceſſary, and per- 
haps not ſtrictly even to be juſtifed;z yet, no Man 
being obliged to join in ſuch Suffrages or Prayers, 
there might have been no occaſion for breach of 
Communion on account of ſuch an Errour or er- 
roneous Practice. But what I here deſire you dili- 
gently to enquire into, is whether the Apoſtles ever 
taught that here is a Purgatory, that is to ſay a 
Purgatory Fire, by which the Souls of the Pious, being 
for a determined Time tormented, are expiated | or 
purged | that an entrance into their eternal Countrey 
[which is Heaven] may be open to them; as your 
own authentick Catechiſm, already mentioned, in ex- 
preſs Terms deſcribes it. Your learned Men indecd 
take much Pains to wreſt and force ſome Conſe- 
quences from a very fe Paſſages of holy Scripture, 
whereby to give ſome Colour or Countenance to 
their Doctrine of Purgatory, rather than to make 
any ſolid Proof of it: But the only one which, at 
the firſt Glance, ſeems in the leaſt capable of being 
dragg'd to look a little that way, is what we meet 
in the third Chapter of St. Pauls firſt Epiſtle to ths 
Corinthians: And becauſe your Latin Tranſlation 
has two or three Words different from our Engliſh 
one, tho the Senſe is exactly the fame; I {hall 
faithfully tranſlate the whole Paſſage, Word for 
Word, as it ſtands in your own Bible. St. Paul 
then having occaſion there to ſpeak of his preach- 
ing the Goſpel, whereby, as one of God's Work- 

men, 
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men, he helped to build up the Church; at the ninth 
Verſe of this Chapter, and ſo on, has the following 
Words; Ye are God's building. According to the 
Grace of Gvd which is given unto me, as a wiſe Build- 
er I have laid the Foundation, but another buildeth 
thereon. Fur other Foundation can no Man lay beſide 
that which is laid, which is Chriſt Jeſus. Now if 
any Man build upon this Foundation, Gold, Silver, 
precious Stones, Wood, Hay, Siubble: Every Man's 
Work fhall be made manifeſt ;, for the Day of the Lord 
ſhall declare it, becauſe it ſpall be revealed in Fire, and 
the Fire ſhall prove every Man's Work, of what ſort 
it is. If any Man's Work abide which he hath built 
thereupon, he ſhall recerve a Reward. If any Man's 
Work ſhall be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer Loſs z but he 
himſelf ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo as by Fire. This is as 
exact a Tranſlation as I can make of this Paſſage 
out of your own Bible; and if you compare it 
with our Engliſh Tranſlation, you will hardly find 
any difference even in the Words, but none at all 
in the Senſe. Wherever the Apoſtles preached the 
Goſpel, they always took care to eſtabliſh this Doc- 
trine, that Feſus is the Chriſt, as the Foundation 
whercby the whole 2 is to be ſupported. 
Accordingly St. Paul lays here, As a wiſe Builder 
I have laid the Foundation—— Other Foundation can 
no Man lay beſide that which is laid, which is Jeſus 
Chriſt. Upon this Foundation, they themſelves, and 
many others, always took care to ⁰j d nothing but 
found and truly profitable Doctrine; which he here 
compares to Cold, Silver, and precious Stones, as be- 
ing Things of great value. But others it ſeems 
there were, who, altho they kept cloſe to the fame 
Fuunda- 
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Foundation, yet pretended upon it to build many 
uſeleſs and unprofitable Doctrines, which he here 
compares to Hood, Hay, and Stubble. As a Cau- 
tion therefore to ſuch urskilful Builders as theſe, he 
gives them to underſtand that, as Gold is tryed or 
proved in the Fire, ſo ſhall there be a Tryal or Proof 
of every Man's Work, that is to ſay, of the Doctrine 
which he has preached or taught, of what ſort it 
is. If any Man's Work abide, which he hath built 
thereupon, that is to ſay, if the Doctrine which he 
has bzilt upon this Foundation ſhall be found to bear 
the Teſt, he Hall receive a Reward, as a faithful 
Preacher of the Goſpel ; but if any Man's Work 
ſaall be burnt, that is to ay, if the Doctrine which 
he has taught will not abide that fiery Tryal or 
Teſt, to which it ſhall be brought, he Hall ſuffer 
Loſs ; that is to ſay, he ſhall come ſhort of that 
Reward which God will beſtow upon every faith- 
ful and careful Preacher : And tho his Crime may 
poſſibly not be ſo great to provoke God to paſs the 
Sentence of eternal Damnation upon him; yet if 
he be /aved, it will be with difficulty; as a Man who 
narrowly elcapes with his Lite out of a Fire where- 
by his Goods have been conſumed : But be himſelf 
ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo as by Fire. Nothing can well 
be plainer than that the Fire of which St. Paul here 
{peaks is, not a literal and material, but a metapho- 
rical Fire; not a Purgatory, but a probatory Fire; 
not to torment the Souls of the Pious in order to ex- 
piate [or purge] them (as your Catechiſm deſcribes 
Purgatory) but only to prove every Man's Work | or 


Doctrine] of what ſort it is; as St. Paul here ex- 


preſſes it. Again and again therefore, let me en- 
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treat you to demand ſome better proof than this 
that the Doctrine of Purgatory was taught by the 
Apoſtles before you ſuffer your elves to be perſwad- 
ed that you are bound, under the pain of Damna- 
tion to believe it. Look into your Bible, and there 
you will find it expreſly faid, Bleed are the Dead, 
who die in the Lord; from hencefor th now ſaith the 
Spirit, that they may reſi from their Labours, Rev. 
xiv. 13. But your Church tells us og have but 
now ſhewn you) that e Souls of the Pioùs are for 
a Time to be tormented in ibe Fire of Purgatory 
there to be expiated | or purged before they are ad- 
mitted into Heaven : And it is generally ſuppoled 
by you that they may there continue for very ma- 
ny Years, or perhaps for Ages, it they are not 
ſooner delivered either by abundance of Mafles to 
be ſaid for them, or by a plenary Indulgence from 
the Pope. Can you imagine that this is the 2% 
from their Labour's which the holy Spirit promiſes 
from henceforth unto thole who die in the Lord ? Or 
would any of you think your felves ar ref} whillt 
you arc tormented in the Fire? And it the Pope, by 
a plenary Indulgence, can deliver whatever Souls he 
pleaſes from the exquiſite Torment of the Fire of 
Purgatory is it not exceeding great Cruelty in him 
to ſuſfer any of them to remain there, only that the 
Prieſis and [iars may get Money for ſay ing Maſ- 
{es for them? Conſider this whole Matrer ſeriouſly 
and impartially; and if you are not wilfully blind, 
you cannot bur diſcover that the Doctrine of Pur- 
gatory, and the practice of your Church, which is 

rounded thereupon, are a molt eyident and palpa- 
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XXX. Did the Apoſtles every where teach the 
Chriſtian Church, under pain of Damnation, to 
believe hat the Saints in Heaven. are to be worſhipped 
and prayed to ? That their Relicks are to be worſbip- 
ped ? Or that their Images, as alſo the Images of Chriſt 
and of the bleſſed Virgin ought to be had and retained, 
and that due Honour and Worſhip ought to be given to 
them? Or that the Roman Church is the Mother and 
Miſtreſs of all Churches? Or that St. Peter was the 
Prince of the Apoſiles ? Or that the Biſhop of Rome, 
as his Succeſſoar, is the Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt? Is 
there the leaſt intimation of any of theſe Things 
in any part of the holy Scriptures? And if the A- 
poſtles not only taught them, but alſo declared 
them to be part of the Chriſtian Faith, and the Be- 
lief of them to be neceſſary to Salvation; is it to be 
imagined that no manner of mention ſhould be made 
of them, or any of them, in all their Writings ? 
On the contrary z are we not every where in Scrip- 
ture required to direct all our religious Worſhip to 
God alone? and can any thing be more plainly 
forbid than the worthipping of Images is in many 
places of it? And even in one of the ten Com- 
mandments, which you your ſelves allov to be as 
obligatory now to Chriſtians as formerly to the 
Fews ? Did not all other Chriſtian Churches, and 
even the Church of Rome it felt, originally ſpring 
from that Mol her- Church which was firlt planted 
at Jeruſalem ? And if ſo, how can e Roman 
Church be the Mother of all Churches? Or if the 
Roman Church were appointed to be the Miſtreſs 
of all Churches, and this to be acknowledged by all 
Chriſtians under the penalty 8 Damnation, is it ta 
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be believed that the whole New Teſtament ſhould 
be altogether ſilent about it? Or that St. Paul, in 
a large Epiſtle written to the Romans about twenty 
fix Years after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, wherein he han- 
dles many points of Doctrine, ſhould not take the 
leaſt notice of this molt important Privilege belcng- 
ing to their Church, wherein all other Chriſtians, 
as well as they, were fo deeply concerned? And if 
St. Peter were Biſhop of Rome, and Head of the 
Church at the Time when this Epiſtle was written, 
(as your Doctors maintain) is it to be imagined that 
St. Paul ſhould no where in it take the leaſt notice 
of him, altho in the laſt Chapter of it he ſalutes no 
leſs than fix and twenty Perſons by their proper 
Names? Does not your own Catechiſin, in the plain 
Words of St. Cyprian, acknowledge (as I have al- 
ready ſhewn you) that our Bleſſed Saviour, after his 
Reſurrection, gave equal Power to all the Apoſiles ? 
And if the Power of all the Apoſiles was equal, how 
can St. Peter be look'd upon as the Prince of them? 
And therefore ſuppoſing that St. Peter had been 
Biſhop of Rome, (of which I do not find that there 
is proof ſufficient to ground an Article of Faith upon) 
yet how could this entitle his Szcce//ovrs in that See, 
more than all other Chriſtian Biſhops, to be the Vi- 
cars of Feſus Chriſt ? That St. Peter, in the capacity 
of an Apoſile immediately commiſſioned by Jeſus 
Chriſt, was endowed (as all the other Apoſtles were 
with Power and Authority over the whole Church, 
will eaſily be granted: Bur conſidering him barel 

in the capacity of a Biſhop of one ſingle See, his Power 
(I do not ſay as an Apoſile, but) as a Biſhop, mult, 
of courſe, like that of every other Biſhop, be con- 
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fined to that diſtrict in which he was placed, either 
by agreement with the reſt of the Apoſtles, or by 
the Election or Appointment of the Church; If 
therefore it be granted that the Biſhops of Rome, 
as Succeſſours to St. Peter in that ſingle See, have 
all that ordinary Power and Authority which he had 
as Biſhop of that Place; yet how will it follow that 
they allo have that extraordinary Power and Autho- 
rity which, as an Apoſtle, he is allowed to have had 
over the whole Church? 1 do but lightly touch theſe 
Things, which you may find more fully and ſolidly 
handled by the Proteſtant Writers; only that I may 
put you upon a farther Enquiry into the whole 
matter; that you may not venture your eternal Sal- 
vation upon ſuch Pretences, as being artfully dreſſed 
up, may, at the firſt Glance, perhaps look a little 
plauſibly, until you have received full and clear Sa- 
tis faction of the Truth and Validity of them. 
XXXI. If I ſhould inſiſt upon every Addition 
which the Council of ent, and after them Pope 
Pius have made to the Catholick Faith, it would fo 
tar increaſe the bulk of this Addreſs, as perhaps to 
diſcourage ſome of you from reading it: But there 
is one of Pope Pius's, which carries many more 
within it, of which therefore I cannot bur take 
notice. Ir is ſet down in theſe Words; as you 
will find them, with the reſt, at the End of this 
Addreſs. I do alſo without any doubt, receive and pro- 
feſs all other Things which have been delivered, de- 
fined, and declared by the ſacred Canons, Oecumenical 
Councils, and eſpecially by the holy Synod of Trent. 
Now that the Apoſtles neither did nor could i this 
manner teach the Chriſtian Church, is moſt mani- 
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feſt; the Canons and Councils here pointed at, and 
particularly the Synod of Trent, having not been in 
being, until many Years and Ages after their death: 
And yet this is made a part of that Profeſſion which 
(as I have already faid) was eſtabliſhed in your 
Church by Pope Pius the Fourth, in purſuance of 
the Decreces of the Council of Trent, and is at 
this Time owned by you, as the 7rue Catholick 
Faith, without which no Man can be Saved, Per- 
haps you will think it ſufficient to juſtify you in 
making this Profeſſion, that you believe all the Doc- 
trines contained in theſe Canons and Councils, and in 
the Synod of Trent, to have been taught by the 
Apoſtles, and thereby to have become he Cathulick 
Faith, and the Belief of them neceſſary to Salya- 
tion. But have you read over all theſe Canons and 
Councils, or even the Acts of the Synod of Trent ? Do 
you know all the ſeveral and particular Doctrines 
welivered, declared and defined by them, and each of 
them? And are you ſure that every one of theſe 
Doctrines was not only taught by the Apoſtles, but 
taught as a Matter of Faith, the Belief whereof is 
neceſſary to Salvation? And if you are not ſure of 
this, how can you with a good Conſcience receive 
and own this part of Pope Pius's Profeſſion of Faith? 
I think J have already ſhewn you that there is very 
juſt ground to conclude that "A of the Doctrines 
defined by the Synod of Trent, were never taught by 
the Apoſtles; and much more might be added to 
the ſame purpoſe, if at preſent there were occaſion 
for it. Do not therefore thus ſwallow down what- 
ever your Church propoſes to you; but firſt exa- 
mine and try it; leſt inſtead of wholſom Spiritual 
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Food, you ſhould take that which is noxious or 
poyſonous. 

XXXII. Upon occaſions like this, ſome of your 
perſwaſion have anſwered, that all the Doctriues 
contained in theſe Canons and in the Acts of theſe 
Councils, and particularly of the Synod or Council of 
Trent, are either taken out of holy Scripture, or de- 
livered down from the Apoſtles by Tradition, that 
the Church is infallible in all her interpretations of 
Scripture, and allo in delivering down her 'Tradi- 
tions; that is to ſay, where Faith is concerned. 
(For that, in other Things, even the Church may 
poſſibly err, is not denied, at leaſt by many of you) 
{ince then all thele Dofrines are (as you ſuppoſe) 
declared, by an infallible Church, to be of Faith, 
you think you are bound to believe and receive 
them, without any farther Examination or Tryal 
of them: And indeed I have often found that this 
Notion of the [ſuppoſed] nfallibility of the Church 
has ſo dazled and even blinded the Underſtanding of 
many of you that you will not be convinced of the 
molt groſs and palpable Abſurdities, when they are 
obtruded upon you under ſuch a venerable Name. 
'T his then being the fundamental Principle of a!! 
the Truth which you maintain, if you are in the 
Right, and of all your Errours if you are in the 
Wrong; let me beg and entreat you, as you value 
your eternal Happinels, and if you would not run 
blindfold you know not whither : Let me beg 
and entreat you (I ſay) to take this Point into yous 
moſt terious Conſideration, and with the molt carc- 
ful and impartial Attention to read, and throughly 
weigh, what I am now going to lay before you upon 
this molt important Subject, XXXIII. 
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XXXIII. Whatever imaginations you may have 
entertained, touching the ixſallability of your Church; 
yet it is not ſo much as pretended that each ſingle 
Chriſtian is zfallible : There is no particular Man 
amongſt you, bur what muſt own that it is po/- 
fible he may be miſtaken; or what other reaſon 
can be given why, in thole Places where the Pope 
has moſt Power, even your learned Men are not 
allowed, without a particular Licence, to read the 
Books of Hereticks, as you term them; neither are | 


you permitted to read the Holy Scriptures, no not 
even your own vulgar tranſlation of them (as it is 
commonly called) altho' many of you underſtand 
the Latin Tongue, or to enter into any free De- 
hate with us touching ſuch matters as are in Con- 
troverſy between us: What (I ſay) is or can be the 
reaſon of theſe and ſuch like Prohibitions that are | 
laid upon you, but only this, that your Eccleſi- | 
aitical Governours are very ſenſible, that there is 
not one ſingle Man of you, but may poſſibly be 
deceived, and led into Errour, and even into /ere/y ? 
Tt then there be no fingle Man of you, but what 
may be miſtaken ; is it not the Duty of every one 
ot you to take all the care he can that he be | 
not deceived in any one vhing upon which his e— | 
ternal Salvation depends? And it you will rake fuch 

Things upon truit, without enquiring the beſt 

zou Can into them; is it not at leaſt, pile that 

vour own Prieſt may himſelf be miſtaken, and ; 


thereby deceive you, as well as I, or any other 
A our Clergy? And how can you be ſure that 
vou are not mittaken in this very point touching 
the infallability of your Church, upon which you 
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build your whole Religion) if you do not make 
the ſtricteſt ſearch you are able into the Grounds 
and Reaſons of it? That there is very great an- 
certainty amongſt your ſelves, touching this ſame 
infallibility, is moſt notoriouſly evident, in that they 
who are zealous for it, cannot in all this time, 
agree in ſeveral moſt material Points about it; as for 
inſtance, Whether it be placed in the Pope ſingly, 
or in a General Council antecedently to the Pope's 
Confirmation, or only in the Pepe and Council in 
conjunction? Whether it be confined to matters 
of Faith ſtrictly ſo called? or, Whether it extends 
to any, and what other matters? Whether ir be 
an abſolute 7nfallibility, or only conditional; that 
is to ſay, Provided that the proceedings are duly 
regulated, and all proper Care be taken for ſuffi- 
cient information; with divers other Things con- 
cerning it, which are not yet determined and ſet- 
led even amongſt your moſt learned Men: And it 
a Man does not carefully and diligently enquire 
into the whole matter, how can he be ſure that 
even the very claim of infallibility, upon which you 
ſo much depend, is any more than a groundleſs 
pretence? For if you are not infallidly afſured of 
every Point that is neceſſary to ſupport the claim 
of infallibility in its full ſtrength, your belief of it, 
and of every thing which is grounded upon it, 
mult of neceſſity rely upon a fallible Foundation 
juſt as if a Man ſhould build his Houſe upon a 
Rock, and this Reck ſhould only be ſupported by 
a Bank of Sand; rhe Sand and not the Rock would 
properly be the Foundation of the Houſe : For if 
the Sand ſoculd give way; both the Rock and the 

H Houſe, 


[ 52 ] 


Houſe, built upon it, muſt neceſſarily fall down 
together. There is no doubt to be made, but 
that in all matters of Conſequence, and eſpecially 
where out eternal Salvation is at ſtake, every Man 
ought to ſcek for the beſt aſſurance of which he 
is capable. Rational aſſurance, that may be ſuffi- 
cient to convince and ſatisfy the mind of a ſober 
Man, is what God has made us capable of : And 
upon ſuch aſſurance as this, we never ſcruple 
to act in matters of the greateſt Moment. But 
aſſurance ſtrictly infallible is what no ſingle Man is 
capable of, becauſe uo jingle Man is infallible : And 
it you have (and indeed are capable of having) no 
more than a rational aſſurance of your Church's 
infallibility; it is impoſſible for you to have more 
than a rational aſſurance of that Religion which is 
thereupon grounded. Nor can any of you have 
even a rational aſſurance of this fame infallibility, 
untiil the ſeveral points which I have but now 
mentioned, and all others which are ſtill, even 
amongſt your ſelves, in controverſy about it, are 
rationally and fully cleared up tc your full Satif- 
faction. 

XXXIV. I think I have ſaid enough to con- 
viace you (if you will hearken to it) that you 
cannot, with falety to your Souls, rely upon the 
pretended infallibility of your Church, untiil you 
have made the moſt ſtrict enquiry you are able, 
into the Grounds and Realons of it, and are full 
convinced both of it, and in what Perſon or 
Perſons it reſides. And whenever any of you ſer 
your ſelves to do this, I beg you would take 
this one thing, among many others, into your 

moſt 
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moſt ſerious Conſideration : That if any Argument 
which we bring to prove that he Church of Rome 
has erred, and ſtill does err in any matter of Faith, 
be moſt evidently ſtronger than all the Arguments 
which are brought to prove her to be infallible z 
Her pretence of i»fallivility muſt thereby of ne- 
ceſſity be for ever overthrown For if ſhe has 
erred, and ſtill continues to err, ſhe cannot be 
infallible ; and the ſtronger Arguments mult always 
take place before the weaker. Conſider then, I 
beſeech you, the ſeveral Arguments that are brought 
by Proteſtants to prove that the Church of Rome has 
{o erred, and continues to err in her ſeveral Doc- 
trines concerning Tanſubſtantiation, the Sacrifice of 
the Mals, the Worſhip of the Hoſt, the Communion 
under one kind only, Purgatory, and the Worſhiping 
of Saints and Images, (to ſay nothing at preſent of 
the reſt of her Errors) read fome of the Books 
that have been written by our Divines upon theſe 
ſeveral Subjects; nay do but well weigh the few 
Things that I have, in this ſhort Alareſi ſuggeſt- 
ed to you about them, and obſerve how contrary 
all thels Doctrines are to the Holy Scriptures, and 
one of them (I mean Tranſubtantiation) as contra- 
ry as it is poſſible for any Doctrine to be both to 
Senſe and Reaſon: And then compare our ſtrong 


and clear Arguments whereby we prove our charge 


of Error, in theſe ſeveral matters, againſt the Chuch 
of Rome; compare them (I ſay) with thoſe poor, 
weak, and perplexed ones whereby your Divines 
endeavour to eſtabliſh her infallibility; and if you 
will be true to your own Souls, you cannot but 
xeje and even ſpurn at this preſumptuous Pretence. 
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For I am not willing to call it by as hard a name 
as it deſerves. 

XXXV. Every truth (eſpecially in Religion) the 
more it is enquired into, and the better both it 
and the Grounds of it are known, the more it 
fixes and confirms it (elf in the minds of Men; 
and therefore our bleſſed Saviour tells us, that He 
that doth Truth cometh to the Light, that his deeds 
may be made manifeſt ; Joh. iii. 21. But the moſt 
likely way for Error to find reception, 1s that it 
be kept in a great degree of Darkneſs and Obſcu- 
rity; for which Reaſon he tells us, in the forego- 
ing Verſe, that every one that doth evil hateth the 
Light, neither cometh to the Light, leſt bis Deeds 

ſhould be reproved. Conſider then, I beleech you, 

what care is taken by the Governours of your 
Church, to keep you all in a very great degree of 
ignorance, and to hinder you from ſeeking after 
more and more Knowledge, even in matters ot Faith, 
which yet they ſay are neceſſary to be believed, in 
order to Salvation; and then judge whether the 
reaſon hereof can be any other than this, that they 
are apprehenſive, if you ſhould make a farther ſearch 
into theſe Matters, and enquire into the Grounds 
and Reaſons of them, you might probably make a 
diſcovery of thoſe Errors in which they hold you. 
If any of you apply to a judicious Proteſtant for 
inſtruction in Religion, he will give you ſuch Proof 
as is ſufficient fully ro convince AP ſatisfy every 


ſober Man (and more than this no Man as I have 
already ſhewn you, is capable of) he (I fay) will 
give you moſt rational aſſhrance that there is a God 


who made the whole World by his Wiſdom and 
b P OwWer, 
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Power, and governs it by his Providence; that 
the Chriſtian Religion is a revelation of God's 
will to Mankind, made by Perſons whom he was 
pleaſed, in an extraordinary manner, to inſpire and 
endow with Knowledge, whereby they were enab- 
led ro make it known to the World; that the 
Holy Scriptures of the New Teſtament were writ- 
ten by ſome of theſe Perſons who were fo inſpired, 
and therefore are ro be received as the word of 
God; that the Holy Scriptures of the Old Teſta- 
ment are alſo his Word; that in theſe Holy Scrip- 
tures (eſpecially if we compare them one with 
the other) all thoſe Things which God requires 
from Man, in order to his eternal Salvation, arc ſo 
plainly delivered, that every tober Man, with mo- 
derate Care and Diligence, may come to a ſuffi- 
cient and ſatisfactory Knowledge of them; that 
they who have ſufficient Capacity and opportuni- 
ty for it, ought to endeavour as throughly as they 
can, to underſtand every part of the Holy Scrip- 
tures; but that, where Men have not ſuch Capa- 
city or Opportunity, God requires no more from 
them, but that they ſhould learn and practice ſuch 


Things as are neceſſary to their eternal Salvation; 


and, laſtly, that the Tranſlations of the Holy Scrip- 
tures into the ſeveral Languages, of which we make 
uſe, have no Miſtake or ; in them, that is de- 
ſtructive of, or dangerous to the Salvation of an 
Man: Of all this (I fay) a judicious Proteſtant will 
give ſuch rational aſſurance as is abundantly ſuffici- 
ent to convince and ſatisfy every ſober Man: And 
ſince no ſingle Man is infallible; what more can 
any of you or us expect or deſire? Or what indeed 
are 
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are we capable of, beyond ſuch a rational aſſurance ? 
And, when all this is done, he will take the Holy 
Scriptures, if ſuch a Language as you underſtand, 
and there he' will ſhew you, in as plain Words 
as can be made uſe of, all that God requires to 
be believed and done by you in order to your be- 
ing eternally happy in the life to come. This is 
the plain and rational way that a judicious Proteſtant 
would take to inſtruct you in Religion, if you 
would think fit to hearken to it; and in this Me- 
thod it is manifeſt, that a Chriſtian of a moderate 
Capacity may not only ſatisty his own Conſcience, 
but alſo give ſufficient Satisfaction to every Gain- 
ſayer, who impartially attends to it, touching the 
Truth of his Religion, and the Ground of it. Now 
let us ſuppoſe that any of you ſhould apply to a 
Prieſt or Biſhop of your own Communion for the 
like inſtruction : According to the Method moſt 
commonly uſed in your Church, he will give you 
a liſt of Doctrines, Duties, and Sins, and tell you, 
that if you firmly belief theſe Doctrines, d1.1gent- 
ly Practiſe theſe Duties, and carefully avoid theſe 
Sins, you will certainly be ſaved; If you ask, con- 
cerning the Doctrines (which are the foundation of 
all the reſt) how you are to be convinced of the 
Truth of them; for that without ſuch Conviction 
it is impoſſible tor you to believe them; he will 
tell you, that this is the Faith of the Church, to 
which therefore you are bound ro give your full 
aſſent : And if you ask upon what Ground does 
the Church receive and believe theſe Doctrines, and 
make every one of them a part of the Chriſtian 
Faith, and the belief of them neceſſary to Salvati- 

on; 
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on; he will tell you that this is an enquiry which 
you ought not to take upon you to make; for that 
it is your Duty to live in an entire ſubmiſſion to the De- 
ciſions of the Church, and not to inform your ſelves of any 
| other thing, ſave only to know what ſhe teaches you; it 
being impoſſible for you to be deceived whilſt you hearken 
to her. I ſpeak the Words which the Biſhop of 
Viviers puts into the Mouth of his e Converts 
in France, in a Book of Inſtructions by his order, 
and with Approbation and Priviledge, publiſhed for 
them: Part 1. Inſt. 6. The words in the French, 
which I have exactly Tranſlated, are De vi- 
ore dans une entiere ſoumiſſion aux deciſions de I Egli- 
fe, & de ne minformer point d' autre choſe que de 
Scavoir ce quelle nous enſeigne, ne pouvant me trom- 
per en J ecoutaut. But if you ſhould farther inſiſt, 
and ſay that we ought always to be ready to ſatis- 
fy every one, who asketh us a Reaſon of the hope that 
is in us; as St. Peter requires, 1 Pet. ui. 15. And 
that this Anſwer would never give the leaſt ſatis- 
faction to any one who is not before hand perſwa- 
ded of the Authority of the Church : And if up- 

on this you ſhould farther demand, Firſt, How 
| it can be proved that God has commanded you 
i thus to give your ſelves up to be guided by any 
Society of Men who are called the Church? Se- 
condly, How you ate to be ſufficiently informed, 
who thoſe Men are that make up this Church, by 
which you are thus to be guided? And Thirdly, 
Who it is that has unqueſtionable Authority to 
propoſe the Doctrine of the Church to you, and 
allo ro expound or explain it, in caſe that, in any 
inſtance, you ſhould not rightly under ſtand it? Jo 
the 
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the two former of theſe Queſtions, he will per- 
haps make ſome offer at an Anſwer, which yet 
you will find»to have no ſolidity or real Satisfacti- 
on in it: But to the laſt (without a ſufficient An- 
{wer to which, his Anſwers to the two ot 
even if they were in themſelves good, would ma- 
nifeſtly be of no uſe to you) to the laſt of theſe 
Queſtions (I ſay) he can have no ſort of Anſwer, 
that I know of, to give you, but that which in 
private Converſation, has been given to me by ſome 
even of your learned Men; which is, that, for in- 
formation herein, you mutt depend upon the Know- 
ledge and Sincerity of your Paſtor, whoſe Buſineſs 
it is to underſtand thele matters, and therein to 
inſtruct thoſe who are committed to his Care: And 
if you ask why you may not as well depend upon 
the Knowledge and Sincerity of a Proteſtant Biſhop 
or Clergy-man, who may have as much learning and 
honeſty as any of your own, and who makes it his 
Buſineſs to underſtand the Holy Scriptures, and out 
of them to inſtruct all that will hearken to him, 
in the way of Salvation; I know no Colour or 
even Shadow of a reply that can be given you. 
And therefore the Method that ſome of your 
moſt learncd Men have taken, to avoid being 
preſſed by ſuch Queſtions as theſe, is to advice 
you to emer into no Debates about matters of 
Faith, but wholly to content your ſelves with 
what is commonly called Fides Carbonaria, or the 
poor Collier's Faith, 1 believe what the Church 
believes The Church believes what I believe (And fo 
again and again) which is all the Anſwer they ad- 
yile you to give whenever you are puzled with 
any 
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any Queſtions concerning your Faith. Now 
how this can be look'd upon as Faith, or how ſuch 
a Profeſſion can, with a good Conſcience, be made 
even by an ignorant Man, if he has the leaſt de- 
gree of Underſtanding, is more than I am able to 
apprehend; and yet even Bellarmin himſelf (the 
molt skiltul of your Controverſial Writers) expreſ- 
ſes great Approbation of it, as being the ſafeſt even 
for a learned (and much more then certainly for 
an unlearned) Man. The Hiſtory, as he ſets it 
down from another of your learned Writers, Pe- 
ter Barocius Biſhop of Padua, is, in ſhort, this. 
„ There were two learned Men, excellent Diſpu- 
« tants, of good Morals, and very Religious. One 
“ of theſe, when he was near his Death, was 
&« Queſtioned by the Devil concerning his Faith; 
& and believing he had skill enough to defend it, 
he entered into a Diſputation with the Tempter, 
& about ſome of the particulars of it. Bur the 
„ Devil was too cunning for him, and, in the 
“ Progreſs of the Debate, drew him into Error 
& touching ſome particulars of the Athanaſian Creed. 
« Upon which, Death ſeizing him, he was con- 
&« demned to the Flames of Hell: And ſoon after, 
« appearing in this ſad Condition to the other 
Man, who had been his Friend and Companion, 
„ he gave him an Account of the whole matter. 
„ Upon this the other learned Man, 2 
c with ſuch of his Friends as he thought be 
„ able to adviſe him, was reſolved to take a ſafer 
« way. And therefore when the Devil in the like 
manner, enquired into his Faith, and asked him 
2 — | & what 
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ce what he believed? His Anſwer was that he belie- 
ce ved what Mis Mother the Church believed. The 
«K Devil then asked him, what his Mother the 
e Church believed? To which his Anſwer was, ſhe 
« believes what I believe. And, as if the fame 
« Queſtions had again and again been put to him, 

he continued in the hearing of the ſtanders by, 
to lay I believe what the Church believes, and the 
Church believes what I believe; and never left 
c“ off to repeat the ſame Words untill he died. 
And after a few Days he appeared to thoſe who 
had given him this advice, and gave them thanks 
“ that, by their Counſel, he had aſcended into the 
« Kingdom of Heaven.” As ridiculous as this 
Story appears to be, it is related by Bellarmin in 
the molt ſerious manner, in his Treatiſe, Of the 
Art of Dying well, Book 2. Chap. 9. and ſuffici- 
ently ſhews that he, as well as others of your 
le:rned Men, had a very high Opinion of the Fides 
Carbonaria or the Colliers Faith; altho' he does not 
call it by that common name. Add to this, that 
ali of you are either wholly debarred from reading 
the Holy Scriptures, or if any of you are allowed 
to read them, you are ſtrictly forbidden to form 
any Judgment or Opinion of your own upon 
them, or to make any interpretation of them 
in matters of Faith, but what your Church 
makes for you; that what this interpretation is, 
there are very few of you that have any other 
way to know, bur as you muſt take the word of 
your Prieſt for it; that all your publick Worſhip, 
trom whence you Ws hope to receive ſome in- 
ſtruction, is performed in an unknown Tongue 


and 
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and that ſcarce any of you are allowed to read an 


other Books of Religion, except thoſe which are 
recommended to you by your own Clergy. Con- 
ſider all this (I fay) in the moſt ſerious manner, 
and then judge whether you have not the great- 
eſt Reaſon that can be to ſuſpect that vou are 
held in Error, ſince ſo much care is taken to keep 
you in groſs ignorance. 

XXXVI. It is not my deſign at preſent, to con- 


fute the Errors into which your Church has led 


youz which has already been often, with great 
ſtrength of Judgment, done by many of our Pro- 


teſtant Writers. My only aim in this Addreſs (as I 


told you in the beginning of it) is to put you up- 
on a ſerious and diligent enquiry into the truth 
and lawfulneſs of the ſeveral Things which you 
profeſs and practiſe; that you may not ſuffer your 
ſelves to be kept in ignorance of the Grounds and 
Reaſons of any thing upon which you are made 
to believe that your eternal Salvation depends. I 
might indeed add many more Conſiderations, upon 
this Subject, to thoſe which I have here uſed. Bur 
if what I have faid will not awaken you out of 
that religious Lethargy in which the Generality of 
you ſcem to me to be; I fear that all I am able 
farther to ſay will have bur little effect upon you. 
However my Prayers ſhall never be wanting for 
you, nor my endeavours to bring you imo the 
right way, it any of you, from the highelſt.ro the 
loweſt, will accept of them. 

According to my Promiſe, I here ſubjoin the Ad- 
ditions or New Articles which Pope Pius the 1 V th. 
in purſuance of the 18 of the ee 
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of Trent has linked with the antient Catholick Faith, 
in the Profefion of Faith by him firſt publiſhed in 
the Year 1564, wherein you will find that he makes 
the new Faith alike neceſſary to Salvation with 
the old. | 

The former part of this Profeſſion of Faith is a 
recital of the Creed commonly called the Nicene 
Creed, which we receive alike with you; and ac- 
cordingly have it inſerted in our publick Liturgy, 
in the Order for the Adminiſtration of the Lord's Sup= 
fer. To this Creed Pope Pius adds, and connects 
with it, the following Articles, as I have here ex- 
actly tranſlated them from the original Latin. 


& I moſt firmly admit and embrace the Apoſto- 
& lical and Eccleſiaſtical Traditions, and all the 
* other Obſervances and Conſtitutions ot the fame 
% Church. 


© do likewiſe admit the Holy Scriptures ac- 
& cording to that Senſe which Holy Mother Church 
& doth to whom it belongs to judge of the true 
& ſenſe and interpretation of the Holy Scriptures : 
& Nor will I ever receive and interpret them other- 


% wiſe than according to the unanimous Confent 
“of the Fathers. 


ce do alſo profeſs that there are truly and pro- 

ce perly ſeven Sacraments of the new Law, inſti- 
© tured by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and neceſſary 
& to the Salvation of Mankind, tho not all of 
ce of them to every one: That is to ſay, Baptiſm, 
& Confirmation, the Euchariit, Penance, Extreme 
„ Unction, 
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ce Unction, Orders, and Matrimo 


cc 
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and that th 
, Baptiſm, Con. 


do confer Grace; and that of th 


c firmation, and Orders may not be repeated with- 


cc 
cc 


cc 
cc 


out Sacrilege. I do alfo receive and admit the 
received and approved Rites of the Catholick 
Church in the ſolemn Adminiſtration of the 
abovelaid Sacraments. 


« do embrace and receive all and every thing 
that hath been defined and declared by the Ho- 
ly Synod of Trent concerning original Sin and 


& Juſtification. 


cc 
ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
CC 


& ] do, in like manner, profeſs that inthe Maſg, 
there is offered a true, proper, and propit ratory 
Sacrifice for the Living and the Dead; and that 
in the moſt holy Sacrament of the Euchariſt, there 
is truly, really, and ſubſtantially, the Body and 
Blood, together with the Soul and Divinity of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt z and that there is a con- 
verſion made of the whole fubſtance of the Bread 
into the Body, and of the whole ſubſtance of 
the Wine into the Blood; which Converſion 
the Catholick Church calls Tanſubſiantiation. 


&« FT eonfeſs alſo that under one kind only, whole 
and entire Chriſt and a true Sacrament is recei- 
ved. 


I do firmly bold that there is a Purgatory, 
and that the Souls there derained are relieved 
by the Suffrages of the Faithful. 


&« And 
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& And, in like manner, that the Saints reigning 
& together with Chriſt are to be worſhiped and 
&« prayed to; and that they do offer Prayers unto 
& God for us; and that their Relicks are to be 
„ worthiped. 


&« do moſt firmly aſſert, that the Images of 
& Chriſt, and of the ever Virgin Mother ot God, 
& and of the other Saints, ought to be had and 
& retained, and that due honour and worſhip ought 
© to be given to them. 


« Alſo I do affirm that the power of Indulgen- 
ce ces was left by Chriſt in the Church ; and that 
the uſe of them is of molt great Safety to Chri- 
“ {tian People. 


& I acknowledge the Holy Catholick and Apo- 
« ſtolick Roman Church, to be the Mother and 
& Miſtreſs of all Churchesz and I do promiſe and 
« {wear true obedience to the Roman Pope, the 
“ Succeſſor of St. Peter Prince of the Apoſtles, 
and Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt, 


& Tdo alſo, without any doubt, receive and pro- 
&« feſs all other things which have been delivered, 
& defined and declared by the Holy Canons and 
“ Oecumenical Councils, and chiefly by the ſacred 
& holy Synod of Trent ; and all contrary thingsand 
« Hereſies whatſoever, condemned, rejected, and 
“ curſed by the Church, I do likewiſe condemn, 
“ reject and curſe. 


Note, 
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Note “This true Catholick Faith, without which 
« no Man can be ſaved, which at this time I tree- 
« ly profels and truly hold, I will take care, as 
& much as ſhall lie in me (with God's help) con- 
& ſtantly to keep whole and inviolate and to con- 
c“ feis the ſame unto the laſt breath of my life; 
& and that it be held taught and preached by thoſe 
© under my power, or of whom the care ſhall 
belong to me in my profeſſion. This I the ſaid 
N. do promiſe, vow, and (wear, ſo help me 


© God, and theſe God's holy Goſpels. 
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